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LEARNING  

SEARCHING FOR HISTORY 
The children from Penguins Class (Year 5) visited the 

Ipswich Museum on Wednesday 
to support learning for their topic 
on the Stone Age. The class 
travelled into Ipswich on the train 
before enjoying a workshop 
delivered by the museum staff. 
 

FOOD GLORIOUS FOOD 
Parrots Class (Year 2) developed their 
understanding of food this week when 
they were visited by a team from 
Tesco. Five members of the 
Martlesham Tesco team took time out 
from the shop floor to spend the 
morning with the class. They supplied 
a variety of different fruits for every 
child to try. Each table gave the fruit a 
score after they had tried it. They loved dates but not so 
many liked the lychee! The Tesco team had evaluated 
designs sent to them by the children and chose Ivy's as 
the winner because she had been really creative and had 
included passion fruit! Each child then got to taste a pot 

of Ivy's fruit design. The Tesco staff 
left Parrots with a variety of fruit 
for the following snack days. Tesco 
have emailed saying how much 
they enjoyed their time at Melton 
and were impressed with the 
children and their enthusiasm. 

 
SHARING CHRISTMAS CHEER 
The school choir visited Haughgate House on Tuesday to 
entertain the residents with a programme of Christmas 

songs and carols. It was a lovely 
experience for both the 
residents and the group of 
eighteen children, reinforcing 
the importance of community 
cohesion, especially at this time 
of year. 

This evening, the choir are performing at the Burness 
Rooms for the Melton Fete Christmas Celebration. 
 

PARENT INVOLVEMENT 
SUBJECT TEAMS 
Our subject teams met for the first time on Monday. They 
consisted of teaching staff, support staff, parents, 
governors and children. There was some high quality 
discussion about ideas for raising the profile of reading in 
school and effective use of the Pupil Premium Grant. The 
feedback will produce actions for the new School 
Development Plan. 
 

PARENT GOVERNOR 
The closing date for nominations is today. So far we have 
received two nominations. We will now publish details of 
an election which will take place in January. 
  

CLOTHES NEEDED 
Robins class are in need of spare girls’ uniform. If you 
have any tights, trousers, socks or knickers that your child 
has grown out of, they would appreciate any donations. 

 
CHRISTMAS CHAT 
Thank you to all parents (and grandparents) who joined 
myself and Mrs Thornton for a hot chocolate and mince 
pie on Tuesday 4th December. We enjoyed having the 
opportunity to hear your views about recent 
developments in school and your suggestions for moving 
forward. Those present had an opportunity to read our 
new School Development Plan. The full plan will be 
posted on the new school website in January. 
 

CELEBRATION ASSEMBLIES 
Some of you have asked me recently about celebration 
assemblies. These haven’t disappeared and will return in 
a revised form in the New Year. We are currently 
considering how best to organise them taking into 
account the increasing size of the school and our aim for 
parents involvement to to be more interactive when 
visiting school. 
 

NEW WEBSITE 
We are currently in the process of having a new school 
website built. We are hoping it will go live in early 
January but will keep you updated with progress. In the 
meantime, there will be limited updates to the current 
website. 

 

http://www.melton.suffolk.sch.uk/


 

 

COMMUNICATION SURVEY 
Thank you to the 56 parents who have completed our 
online survey about school communication. If you haven’t 
yet had chance, the link will be open until the end of this 
term and will only take five minutes to complete. 
http://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/W40JB/ 
The information received will help us to keep parents 
better informed in the future. 
 

FRIENDS OF MELTON SCHOOL 
Thank you to all families who bought tickets for the FOMS 
Christmas raffle. There were three fantastic prizes and 
the group raised £276 
 
Winners 
Christmas tree   Peter Mitchell 
Staff Hamper   Kim Edwards 
Christmas dinner hamper Angus Smythe 
 
The Christmas Disco was very successful on Tuesday 
evening with 112 children attending. More discos are 
planned for the coming months. 
 
The next meeting of FOMS will be on Monday 14th 
January. The group would welcome new members to 
help with the organisation and running of future events. 
Please contact the school office for more details. 
 

PGL 
A reminder for parents of Owl Class (Year 6) that the next 
instalment for the PGL residential (£60) is due by 11th 
January. Please contact the school office if you have any 
concerns about making this payment on time. 

 
EVENTS & SCHOOL NEWS 
CHRISTMAS DAY IN SCHOOL 
We will celebrate Christmas Day in school on Thursday 
20th December. The children are invited to wear a 
Christmas jumper or t-shirt on the day. We will collecting 
donations of £1 to support The Children’s Appeal at 
Ipswich Hospital. 
 
Our school Carol Service will take place at St Andrew’s 
church starting at 10am (all parents are invited to join us 
for this). The children will then return to school for 
Christmas lunch followed by parties and a visit from 
Santa. If you would like to order a school lunch for your 
child, please contact the school office as soon as possible. 

 
WELCOME 
We will welcome Mrs Naomi Roberts on to the staff team 
in January. Mrs Roberts, an experienced teacher, will be 
working in Penguins Class (Year 5) on Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday.  
 

NEW GOVERNORS 
We welcomed three new members onto the Governing 
Body last week; 

 Mike Burgess has replace Matt Aspinall as staff 
governor. Mike currently teaches Owls Class and 
is in his second year at Melton. 

 Pat Wilkinson is a former Chair of Governors and 
has been involved in governor support. Pat is 
employed at Suffolk County Council and has 
experience in HR management. 

 Jane Reed is a former headteacher in Felixstowe 
and will strengthen the group through her 
experience of teaching and learning. 

 Ann Hogarth is a retired accountant who worked 
for the NHS. She is currently Chair of Trustees at 
the hospice. 

I hope you have an opportunity to meet them soon. 
 

AFTER SCHOOL CLUB CLOSURE 
We would like to give advance notice that there will be 
no after school provision on Wednesday 16th January due 
to statutory safeguarding training for all staff. 
 

WORLD’S STRONGEST 
Powerhouse supermum, Andrea 
Thompson, was crowned the 
World’s Strongest Woman at the 
global competition in North Carolina 
last week. Mum to Violet and Olivia, 
she only took up the sport three and 
a half years ago, rising quickly to 
international status. Andrea is three 
times Britain’s Strongest Woman 
and the world record holder for the Yoke Carry. She will 
be visiting school in the New Year to talk to the children 
about her journey to the title. 
 

SCHOOL STARTERS 2019 
A final reminder that applications for new school places 
in 2019 (Reception class) need to be submitted by 
Tuesday 15th January 2019. Applications should be 
completed online via the Suffolk County Council website. 
If you need any support applying, please contact the 
school office. All children who need a school place in 
2019 must apply. Having a sibling in school will not mean 
they automatically receive a place at Melton. 
 

BOOKS FOR SCHOOLS 
Although tokens are no longer 
being printed, we are still able to 
collect them until the 11th January. 
Please send in any you may still 
have lying around the house…they all count!  
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SEVERE WEATHER PLAN 
School will only be closed in extreme circumstances 
based on a health and safety assessment. It may also be 
necessary on some occasions to delay the opening time 
to ensure we have sufficient staffing to supervise the 
children. For both occurrences, information will be 
posted on the Suffolk County Council school closures 
website: https://schoolclosures.suffolk.gov.uk/ 
 
Notices will also be shared via local radio stations, class 
See Saw pages, the school Twitter account and the school 
website. If no information is broadcast, school is open as 
normal. 
 
Remember to contact me at any time if you have 
something you would like to discuss. I am outside most 
days or can be contacted via email: 
head@melton.suffolk.sch.uk 
 
Wishing you all a ‘Merry Christmas’. 
 

 
Alun Davies 
Headteacher  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 
Tuesday 18th December  
Key Stage 1 Christmas performance (2pm) 
 
Wednesday 19th December  
Key Stage 1 Christmas performance (9.30am) 
 
Thursday 20th December  
Carol Service at St Andrew’s Church (10am)               
Christmas Lunch 
 
Santa visit 
 
School closes for Christmas holiday 
 
2019 
Monday 7th January  
School re-opens for Spring Term 
 
Monday 14th January  
FOMS meeting (7.30pm) 
 
Wednesday 16th January  
After School Club closed for staff training 

https://schoolclosures.suffolk.gov.uk/
mailto:head@melton.suffolk.sch.uk

