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HAPPY NEW YEAR 
Firstly, I would like to wish you all a Happy New Year. 
 

LEARNING  

It has been lovely to see the children returning to school 
with positive attitudes. They are all now back into their 
learning and enjoying the new topics they have been 
introduced to. 
Robins  ‘The Arctic’ 
Puffins  ‘The Royals’ 
Parrots  ‘Buildings’ 
Eagles  ‘Plants and Animals’ 
Woodpeckers ‘Rainforests’ 
Penguins ‘Space’ 
Owls  ‘Processes’ 
 

RAISING READING 
The development of reading is one of our key areas for 
school improvement and we have produced an action 
plan using ideas generated at the recent subject team 
meetings.  

 
Hopefully, the children should 
already be noticing some changes; 
they have been listening to more 
stories in class and now have the 
opportunity to join storytelling clubs 
at lunchtimes. Teachers have also 
been developing areas in their 
classrooms which provide a quiet 
and comfortable place to read.  

 

NEW FAMILIES 
Due to the rapidly increasing size of the school, we have 
re-organised the family teams, moving from three groups 
to four. The children have been introduced to their new 
family group and are already sitting together in 
assemblies. We have decided to name the groups after 
the four local rivers; Alde, Deben, Orwell and Stour. The 
teams will work together throughout the year for various 
events, including sports day.  
 
This is just one of the ways we promote cross phase 
collaborative working at Melton and the relationships the 
children develop with peers in other year groups is a 
strength of the school. 

BEHAVIOUR POLICY 
We have recently written a new behaviour policy. This 
includes a new positive praise system which should be 
consistent in all classes. The children are encouraged and 
rewarded for following the school Rainbow Rules. The full 
policy is available to view on the school website and 
posters are displayed around school. 
 

PARENT INVOLVEMENT 
GAME CHANGER 
Following a recent incident involving one of our pupils 
and information we have received from Suffolk 
Safeguarding, we are becoming increasingly concerned 
about the impact certain online games are having on the 
children. We are aware that some of the children are 
regularly playing games which are rated above their age. 
The most common of these is Fortnite, which carries a 
rating of 12+. We regularly discourage the children from 
playing on games with a higher rating and discuss the 
potential dangers.  In order to further discourage their 
popularity, we have decided that we will not allow the 
children to bring any branded merchandise into school 
which is related to a game or movie with a rating above 
their age. This includes water bottles, lunch boxes, bags 
etc. I hope you will support us with this approach to 
safeguard your children. 
 

PROMOTING ATTENDANCE 
As you may be aware, we are currently promoting the 
importance of good school attendance. This includes; a 
weekly class award, a class attendance league table and 
termly 100% attendance rewards. All of these are 
features of our Celebration Assemblies. 

 
We are also sharing more attendance 
information with parents through parent 
evenings and letters. Thank you to all the 
parents who have been supportive in 
helping to improve attendance. 
 

The governors have also agreed a new attendance policy 
in line with these changes. Included is the intention to 
issue penalty notices for unauthorised absence during 
term time. From September 2019, unauthorised absence 
of 10 sessions or more (equivalent to five days) within a 
twelve week period will be submitted to Suffolk County 
Council for the issuing of a fixed penalty notice. 

http://www.melton.suffolk.sch.uk/


 

 

 
COFFEE, CAKE & CHAT 
The next opportunity to meet the Leadership Team 
will be on Friday 15th February at 9am. Mr Davies 
will do a short presentation on Self-Challenge and 
Goal Setting. 
 
PARENT GOVERNOR 
The closing date for voting was today. Once all votes have 
been checked and counted, we will announce the 
successful candidate.  
 

ARE YOU ELIGIBLE FOR FREE SCHOOLS MEALS 
Since the introduction of the Universal Free Meals for 
children in Reception, Year One and Year Two, some 
families have missed out in applying for Free School 
Meals. This is now an online process 
www.suffolk.gov.uk/children-families-and-
learning/schools/school-meals-uniforms-and-trips/apply-
for-free-school-meals/ 
When you apply through the portal, the system will 
generate an immediate automatic email informing you 
whether you are eligible for Free School Meals. 
 
Eligibility will ensure your child receives free school meals 
when they are in Key Stage 2. They will also qualify for 
Pupil Premium Grant Funding which is used to enhance 
their learning and free milk. You will also receive the 
Melton School voucher which can be used to subsidise 
any spending in school including uniform and school trips.  
 

NEW WEBSITE 
The new site is nearly ready. We are currently working 
with the developer to ensure we have all the correct and 
up to date information loaded before it can go live. Thank 
you for your patience. 

 
KEEP US UP TO DATE 
If you make any changes to your phone numbers or email 
address, please let the office know. It is important that 
we have the correct contact information in case of an 
emergency. 
 

COMMUNICATION SURVEY 
Thank you to all parents who completed the survey. It 
has given us useful information for improving 
home/school communication. The key findings are; 

 You like See Saw as a communication tool and we 
will be using this more. 

 You would like a texting service. We are currently 
obtaining quotes and will include in our budget 
plan for April 2019. 

 The Big Ideas were not well-read by parents and 
will no longer be produced weekly. Classes will 
issue a Big Ideas sheet every half term with an 
overview of up-coming learning. 

 

FRIENDS OF MELTON SCHOOL 
The next meeting will take place on Tuesday 5th February 
at 3.30pm in the school hall. The time has been changed 
to the end of the school day in the hope more parents 
will be able to attend. 
 

KEEPING SAFE 
Please remember that dogs (big, small, young, old, quiet 
or yappy) are not allowed on the school site without prior 
arrangement. If you are walking a dog to school, please 
leave it tied up outside the grounds and well away from 
entrance gates. 
 

CHANGING CATERING 
From the beginning of the summer term, our school 
meals will be provided by Edwards and Blake. Following a 
tendering process, we have decided to change caterers to 
achieve our objective of delivering higher quality and 
healthier school meals. More information will be shared 
in the coming weeks and you will be able to sample the 
new menus at the parents’ evenings in March. 
 

PARENT CONFERENCE 
We would like to share details of a Building Skills for Life 
conference which is being offered free for all parents and 
carers. This will be an opportunity to hear testimonies 
from young people and from services which promote the 
participation of children and young people, their 
independence and skills for life. The conference will take 
place on Wednesday 13th March 2019 (9:30am – 3:30pm) 
at Riverside Community Centre, 6, Great Glemham Road, 
Saxmundham, IP17 1LJ  
 
The morning will include testimonies of young people 
and presentations from Essex Travel Trainers and 
SENDIASS. In the afternoon, attendees can choose one of 
the following workshops:  
1. Listening to the voice of the child: including children 
and young people in meetings about them - Psychology 
& Therapeutic Service  
 
2. Young Person SEND Champions co-delivering a 
workshop explaining their SEND Network programme and 
the impact of the young person’s voice in SEND decisions.  
 
3. Raising Resilient Teens - Suffolk Parenting Team  
 
4. Annual Health Checks for Young People with 
Disabilities - NHS Learning Disability Nursing Team  
 
Choose one workshop when you register on Eventbrite: 
www.eventbrite.co.uk  
Search for: Building Skills for Life Conference  
Lunch and refreshments provided  
 

http://www.suffolk.gov.uk/children-families-and-learning/schools/school-meals-uniforms-and-trips/apply-for-free-school-meals/
http://www.suffolk.gov.uk/children-families-and-learning/schools/school-meals-uniforms-and-trips/apply-for-free-school-meals/
http://www.suffolk.gov.uk/children-families-and-learning/schools/school-meals-uniforms-and-trips/apply-for-free-school-meals/


 

 

 
EVENTS & SCHOOL NEWS 
IMPENDING ARRIVAL 
I am delighted to announce that our Sports Teacher, Amy 
Leabon, is due to have her second child in April. Mrs 
Leabon will be starting her 
maternity leave from the end of 
this term. I’m sure you will join 
me in wishing her well. 

 
HOLIDAY SPORTS CLUB 
Inspire Suffolk will again be using 
Melton to host sports camps 
during the February half-term 
holiday. The full-day clubs will be 
on Thursday 21st and Friday 22nd 
February. Full details will be 
shared with the children in 
assembly next Thursday and a 
leaflet should arrive home. 

 
BOOKS FOR SCHOOLS 
Thank you for supporting this 
campaign, we were presented with 
£100 of new books which we will 
use to develop our curriculum.  
 

SEVERE WEATHER PLAN 
School will only be closed in extreme circumstances 
based on a health and safety assessment. It may also be 
necessary on some occasions to delay the opening time 
to ensure we have sufficient staffing to supervise the 
children. For both occurrences, information will be 
posted on the Suffolk County Council school closures 
website: https://schoolclosures.suffolk.gov.uk/ 
 
Notices will also be shared via local radio stations, class 
See Saw pages, the school Twitter account and the school 
website. If no information is broadcast, school is open as 
normal. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Remember to contact me at any time if you have 
something you would like to discuss. I am outside most 
days or can be contacted via email: 
head@melton.suffolk.sch.uk 
 

 
Alun Davies 
Headteacher  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 
February 
Tuesday 5th  FOMS Meeting (3.30pm) 
 
Friday 15th  Coffee morning (9am) 
 
Friday 15th School closes for half term 
 
Monday 25th School re-opens 
 
Thursday 21st  Inspire Suffolk Sports Camp 
 
Friday 22nd  Inspire Suffolk Sports Camp 
 
Tuesday 26th PGL residential meeting for Year 6 

parents (5pm) 
 
March 

Monday 11th   Parents’ Evenings 

Wednesday 13th Parents’ Evenings 

Friday 15th   Comic Relief 

Monday 26th   Year 6 Residential 

https://schoolclosures.suffolk.gov.uk/
mailto:head@melton.suffolk.sch.uk

