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LEARNING 
NEW CURRICULUM 
Our children will be introduced to a 
new school curriculum this term. 
During the Summer Term, the 
teaching staff re-wrote the long-term 
plan to devise a modern curriculum 
specifically tailored for the children of 
Melton.  

 
The curriculum is driven by quality texts 
and the children will experience more 
reading opportunities and will be read 
to daily in class. It will also ensure more 
class visits and visitors and increased 
opportunities for parental engagement. 
 

You can view our new curriculum on the website. We will 
also be able to answer questions about the changes at 
the coffee morning later this month. In the meantime, 
please ask your children about their current topic. 
 

WE’RE NOT WAITING FOR BORIS! 
One change we have made to our curriculum is the 
introduction of Mandarin as our taught foreign language. 
This exciting opportunity has been offered to Melton 
following a successful trial by two local outstanding 
primary schools (Birchwood and Gorseland). The 
programme, funded by the British Council, enables a 
Chinese teacher to be seconded to the UK for a year to 
work with schools. Niu Jiyang will be introduced to the 
children next week and will then work weekly with all the 
children in Key Stage 2. Niu Jiyang will also be delivering 
an after-school parent and child class which will be open 
to children in all year groups. 
 

GET COOKING 
To support the children’s cooking sessions in school, we 
have previously asked for a termly donation of £3. To 
make this simpler, we would this year like to request a 
one-off parental donation of £5 for the whole year. 
Please send donations to the school office in an envelope 
with your child’s name and class. Thank you for your 
support. 

 
EXTRA-CURRICULAR LEARNING 
The following clubs will be running this half term, starting 
from next week (your child should already have brought 
home a letter with details); 
 
Tag Rugby Tuesday 3.30-4.30pm (Years 5 & 6) 
Yoga  Tuesday 8.15-8.45am (years 2 to 6) 
Homework Tuesday 3.30-4.30pm (all year groups) 
Coding  Thursday 3.30-4.30pm (Years 5 & 6) 
Girls’ Football Thursday 3.30-4.30pm (Years 3, 4, 5 & 6) 

 

PARENT INVOLVEMENT 
WELCOME COFFEE 
I would like to invite all parents 
and carers to join us for coffee 
and cake on Wednesday 25th  
September at 9am in the school 
hall. This will be an opportunity for you to ask any 
questions you may have about the future of Melton 
School and to talk about our new long-term curriculum 
plan.. The event will also support the MacMillan Big 

Coffee Morning and we will be 
accepting donations to send to 
the charity. 

 
SUPPORTING SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT 
Last year we introduced our curriculum teams who 
worked together on tasks linked to our school 
development plan. We are again seeking parents who 
would like to become part of this school development 
process. The teams include teachers, support staff, 
pupils, governors and parents. If you were involved last 
year, you will receive an invitation to our next set of 
meetings on Wednesday 16th October (3.30 to 3.45pm). 
However, if you would like to join a team, please let me 
know. We would like as many parents involved as 
possible. 
The six teams are; 

 Languages (English & Mandarin) 

 Maths 

 Technology (Science, Computers & Design Technology) 

 Humanities (History, Geography & RE) 

 Arts (Art, Music & Creative Design) 

 Pupil Well-being (PE, PSHE & Thrive) 
The teams will meet once every half term.  

http://www.melton.suffolk.sch.uk/


 

 

PARENTS’ EVENING 
Our first parent evenings are being held a little earlier this 
year. We have made this change so that parents find out 
sooner how the children have settled into their new class 
and are aware of their targets for the coming year. The 
parents evenings will be on Wednesday 2nd October (3.45 
to 5pm) and Thursday 3rd October (3.45 to 7pm). Booking 
details will be sent out soon. 

 
PARENT PAY 
We would like to remind all parents about using the 
secure ParentPay service to pay for wrap around care, 
uniform, school lunches etc.  We are working towards no 
longer accepting cash and cheque payments, making the 
school office a cash-free environment.   
 
ParentPay offers you the freedom to make payments 
online using your credit or debit card whenever and 
wherever you like, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week – safe in 
the knowledge that the technology used is of the highest 
internet security available. Making a payment is 
straightforward and ParentPay holds a payment history 
for you to view at a later date. Once you have activated 
your account you can make online payments straight 
away.  
 
It is important that you register on ParentPay even if you 
do not make any payments, as we are now sending more 
emails, texts and newsletters via this system.  Please 
ensure the school has up-to-date mobile numbers and 
email addresses. More information can be found on the 
ParentPay website.   Alternatively contact the school 
office. Log-in details for new children will be sent home 
soon. 

 
MEET THE TEACHER 
Each class teacher will be inviting parents to attend an 
introductory meeting. This will be an opportunity to find 
out about the expectations for this year and how you will 
be able to support your child’s learning.  
Monday 16th 
Miss Smith  Puffins (Year 1)   3.40pm 
 
Tuesday 17th  
Miss Grant Robins (Reception) 3.40pm 
 
Thursday 19th  
Miss Begum Woodpeckers (Year 4) 3.40pm 
Mr Aspinall Penguins (Year 5) 3.40pm 
 
Friday 20th  
Mr Burges Owls (Year 6)  9am 
Miss Jones Puffins (Year 1)  3.40pm 
 
Tuesday 24th  
Miss Lumsden Eagles (Year 3)  3.40pm 

SEE SAW 
Remember to register for your child’s class See Saw 
account. This is a fantastic way to keep up to date with 
class events and learning. Teachers will post 
photographs, information and messages on a regular 
basis. All teachers have sent home details for accessing 
the class accounts but please speak to your child’s class 
teacher if you have missed this information. 
 

EVENTS & SCHOOL NEWS 
YOU DIDN’T KNOW WE HAD SAID GOODBYE! 
We discovered last week, that as parents, you had not 
been informed that three members of our staff were 
leaving Melton in July. The piece below was written for 
the June newsletter and appeared on the draft version. 
However, we failed to notice it was missing from the final 
newsletter after we had added a picture to advertise the 
Melton Fete. In school we thought the information had 
gone out and we are upset that it didn’t. I am personally 
very sorry for this administrative mistake, especially as I 
know some of you would have wanted to thank the three 
ladies personally. 
 
The missing article omitted from the June newsletter… 
 
As is common at this time of year we will be saying 
goodbye to some members of staff at the end of term.  
 
Mrs Rhonda Barnes will be retiring from our teaching 
support team while Mrs Linda Buckman and Mrs Julia 
Pritchatt will leave their part time roles within the admin 
team. Mrs Buckman plans to spend more time with her 
grandchildren who are spread from Scotland to Cornwall 
while Mrs Pritchatt intends to use her time for developing 
her Yoga teaching.  
 
They have all worked at Melton for over 10 years and I 
am sure you will join me in thanking them for their 
service and commitment to Melton Primary and sending 
them very best wishes for the future. 
 

NEW DEVELOPMENTS 
We are pleased to have been able to 
unveil our new care suite this week. 
The room has been built with the 
support of Suffolk County Council and 
will enable us to meet the needs of 
children in school who require 
intimate care. 
 
Thanks to two more funding bids, we will 
shortly have new playground markings and 
two goals/basketball nets installed on the 
main playground. 
 

 

http://www.parentpay.com/
http://www.parentpay.com/


 

 

MORE VOLUNTEERS 
You may also have been approached by Mrs Perry who 
has been helping us to acquire funding and support for 
the development of a new allotment area. She has 
already secured some funding and promises of help from 
local businesses and individuals. I know she is looking for 
more parents to be involved. 
 
Part of the funding secured by Mrs Perry has enabled us 
to advertise for a Volunteer Coordinator. When 
appointed, this role will be responsible for increasing 
volunteer involvement in school.  
 
We have already taken on two reading volunteers and 
will be issuing an open invitation to anybody who feels 
they could offer valuable support to school, either by 
working with the children, supporting administration or 
helping to develop our building and grounds. 
 

KEEPING SAFE 
To help keep everyone safe on the school grounds, I 
would like to remind you of some school expectations; 
 

 All visitors to school must use the main entrance. 

 Dogs are not allowed on the school site without prior 
arrangement. If you are walking a dog to school, 
please leave it tied up outside the grounds and away 
from entrance gates. 

 Smoking and vaping are not permitted on the school 
site at any time. 

 Children cycling to school (which we encourage) 
should dismount from their bikes at the entrance to 
the school site to prevent accidents. 

 Children and parents should not walk or drive into 
the school car park at drop-off and pick-up times. 

 
Thank you for your understanding and support. 
 

PAYMENT ARRANGEMENTS  
All payments for school meals, Before and After School 
Club not paid online using Parent Pay should be put in an 
envelope with the child’s name and class and posted in 
the box near the school office. 
 
All payments should be made in advance.  
 
The prices this year are;  
School meals for KS2 children £2.30 (£11.50 per week)  
 
Breakfast Club session 8.00-9.00am £4.00 
Breakfast Club session 8.30-9.00am £2.00 
 
After School Club session 3.30-5.00pm £5.00 
After School Club session 4.30-6.00pm £5.00 
After School Club session 3.30-6.00pm £8.00 
(all After School club sessions include food at 4.30pm) 

LUNCH ORDERS 
In response to parent feedback, we are able to offer a 
more flexible ordering system for lunches. Rather than 
having to sign-up for the whole week, you are able to 
order school meals for set days. However, in the first 
instance, this will have to be the same days every week 
(eg; every Monday & Thursday). Changing days or 
cancelling days will require a minimum of two weeks 
notice. To order school meals, please contact the school 
office. 
 
Remember – all children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 
can receive Universal Free School Meals. 

 
FINALLY 
Please remember that if you have any concerns or issues 
you wish to raise, you are welcome to call into school at 
any time. Alternatively, you can stop for a chat before or 
after school when you should find myself, Mrs Thornton 
or Mrs Hancock outside. We want to hear your views 
(positive as well as negative) and will always make time 
to listen. 
 

 
Alun Davies 
Headteacher  
head@melton.suffolk.sch.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
  
Wednesday 25th September 
MacMillan Big Coffee Morning (9am) 
 
Wednesday 2nd October  
Parents’ Evening (3.45 to 5pm) 
 
Thursday 3rd October  
Parents’ Evening (3.45 to 7pm) 
 
Friday 4th October 
PD Day – school closed for all children. 
 
Friday 18th October  
Harvest Festival at St Andrew’s Church (2pm) 
 
Friday 18th October  
School closes for half-term holiday 
 
Monday 28th October  
School re-opens 
 
Monday 28th October to Friday 1st November 
Open Week (9.30 to 11am & 1.30 to 2.30pm) 
 
Friday 15th November  
PD Day – school closed for all children. 

mailto:head@melton.suffolk.sch.uk


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


