
 

 
 

 

 

20th March 2020 

Dear parents/carers, 

Coronavirus (Covid-19) update – school closure 

Further to my message yesterday about school closure, the government have now published guidance on 
who schools are being asked to continue to provide care for. This will be a limited number of children who 
are vulnerable and whose parents are critical to the Covid-19 response and cannot be safely cared for at 
home. 

As a school system we want to do all we can to reduce the spread of the virus. The most recent scientific 
advice is clear - if children can stay safely at home, they should, to limit the chance of the virus spreading. 

Parents should do everything they can to ensure children are not mixing socially in a way which can 
continue to spread the virus. They should observe the same social distancing principles as adults. The 
government has asked schools to remain open only for those children who absolutely need to attend. This 
may be because they are vulnerable at home, they have special educational needs that can’t be met at 
home or because their parents’ jobs are critical to the COVID-19 response and their children cannot safely 
be cared for at home. Generally the fewer the children in educational settings, the lower the risk that the 
virus will spread.  

Parents whose work is critical to the COVID-19 response include those who work in health and social care 
and in other key sectors (click here for the full list).  

Many parents working in these sectors may be able to ensure their child is kept at home. And every child 
who can be safely cared for at home should be. 

Please, therefore, follow these key principles: 

1. If it is at all possible for children to be at home, then they should be. 
2. Parents should also do everything they can to ensure children are not mixing socially in a way which 

can continue to spread the virus. They should observe the same social distancing principles as 
adults. 

3. If a member of the family has shown symptoms, then the guidance to self-isolate everyone for 14 
days still applies. 

4. If a child needs specialist support, is vulnerable or has a parent who is a critical worker, then 
educational provision will be available for them. 

5. Parents should not rely for childcare upon those who are advised to be in the stringent social 
distancing category such as grandparents, friends, or family members with underlying conditions. 

In order to help us plan for who may qualify for remaining in school, please may we ask those who believe 
they are eligible to complete the form we are setting up on See Saw. We will ask you to confirm some basic 
details to ensure our records are up to date at this time.  

All other children will need to stay at home, so we ask that you do not send your child into school from 
Monday onwards. You do not need to complete the form on See Saw. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
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Information for those eligible to be at school from Monday 

 Please ensure you have completed and returned the form so that we know which children to expect 
and plan for. 

 We are finalising details for lunches – our caterers may only be able to offer a reduced service 
depending on the numbers of children.  

 School timings will remain the same – start of the day 9am, end of the day 3.30pm. Wrap-around-
care will be open from 8.30 to 4.15 (£2 per sessions but no food will be provided). 

 We will plan a wide range of activities for children (art, DT, PE, gardening, project work) with a core 
set of Maths and English tasks similar to those suggested to children who are at home. 

 The children do not need to wear school uniform. 
 

Information for those who are asked to stay at home 

 Each class teacher has produced a timetable of activities for children to complete. These are 
available via See Saw or the school website. If you don’t have internet access, a hard copy can be 
collected from the school office (you will need to request this in advance).  

 There are also links to other websites and suggested non-screen activities that children may enjoy. 

 You may need to adapt the suggestions to individual circumstances – do the best you can, in the 
scenario you find yourself. 

 Aim to spend 2 hours a day working on learning tasks – this could be broken into smaller chunks. 

 If you need any help or are unsure about anything, please email the school and we will try our best 
to assist. 

 We are exploring lots of ways to ensure we keep in touch with the school community. 

 We will also be looking at creating opportunities for children to change reading books at set times 
during the week (further information will be sent out next week). 

 

Other information 

There is much uncertainty about the length of the school closure and as we have seen, things have changed 
at a rapid pace over the last week. For this reason, we will continue not to make decisions about events 
past Easter until we know more about the situation in a few weeks. 

I know this is a time of worry for us all. We will use all of the information channels available to try to keep in 
touch with Melton families as we all work through this time. I look forward to the opportunity to welcoming 
the children back to an ‘open’ school in the near future. 

 

Thank you for your continued support. Look after yourself and each other. 

 
 

 
Alun Davies 
Headteacher 

 


