
The Tunnel 
 

She had been tracking 
the deer. Her parents 
had taught her how. 
 
One hour before, 
finding the hoof prints 
in the soft earth, she 
had followed the trail of 
broken twigs and 
occasional nibbled leaf 
until she had located it. 
Creeping slowly and 
quietly, not making 
even the slightest 
sound, she remained 
undetected. 

She had stumbled across the mysterious circles in a clearing in the forest, and watched as 
the deer approached them. With a slight twitch of its ears, the deer stepped indifferently 
through the first circle, and vanished. Completely vanished. 
 
The girl let out a gasp, and walked towards the circles to investigate… 

 

Challenge: Continue the story… 
Use the prompts below to improve your writing. 
 
Sentence challenge: 
Can you write use a colon to start a list? Remember to use commas to separate the items in 
your list! 
E.g. To step through a mysterious portal into a new world you need several things: 
curiosity, bravery, nerves of steel, determination and a way back. 
 
Question to consider: 

 Who do you think made the circles? 

 How long do you think they have been there? 

 Do the stones on the ground have any significance? 

 If you were the girl, would you step through the circles? Show the reader how the girl 
feels, don’t tell us! 

 
 
 
 



Reshaping the world 
 

Snip… Snip… Snip…The 
scissors began to tear 
the countryside apart. 
Towns, fields, rivers and 
oceans. Forests, valleys, 
mountains and lakes. 
The world began to 
unravel piece by piece, 
strand by strand.  
 
This was a new 
beginning. What would 
this new world look 
like? 

 

Challenge: Draw a picture to illustrate what this new world might look like 

once the outer layers have been cut away. 
 

Fictional Friend 
 

You go to sleep and everything is 
normal. However, when you awake in 
the morning there is someone sat at the 
end of the bed… 
 
If you could have any fictional character 
as your best friend, who would it be and 
what would you get up to?  

 

Challenge: Write a diary entry in which you describe the craziest of days 

in which you have woken up to find your favourite fictional character in your bedroom. 
 
Sentence challenge: 
Can you write in first person and past tense consistently?  
Can you use a range of time connectives to sequence the events? 
Can you make your reader feel what you felt throughout by describing what was 
happening? 



A day with some dung 
 

It was another day, just 
like any. I woke up, 
crawled out my soft soil-
bed and took a big sniff 
of the air in the hope of 
locating a fresh, steaming 
bounty. No such luck.  
My buddy, John, 
appeared next to me, still 
covered in earth from his 
bedding.  
“Hey John,” I called. 

“Fancy heading out together today?” I moved my mandibles in what I thought looked like 
a smile.  
“Strength in numbers; always good to have company,” and off we went into the 
grasslands of the African savannah… 

 

Challenge 1: Plan and draw a storyboard telling an exciting 

adventure that the dung beetles get up to. Do not make this too complicated! 
 
Question to consider: 
How can you develop the dung beetles’ relationship? 
What would the world and objects within it seem like to a small creature? 
What could go wrong for the beetles? 
How can the dilemma be resolved satisfactorily?  
 

Challenge 2: Write part of the story by choosing the section that you 

think would be the most interesting to tell and read. 
 
Sentence challenge:  

 Describe the setting using your character’s experiences and actions 

 Include punctuation for direct speech (see example below). 

 Use dialogue to drive the story, not just for the sake of using it. 
 

“Hey John,” I called. 
John replied, “Good morning.” 

 
Spoken text (dialogue) must be punctuated with capital letters and a finishing punctuation 
mark.  
Start a new line each time a new character is speaking. 


