
Reading and Comprehension: Egyptian Pyramid Facts 

Ancient Egyptian pyramids are the most famous pyramids of all. Most Ancient Egyptian 

pyramids were built as tombs for Pharaohs and their families.There are over 130 

pyramids discovered in Egypt. The first Egyptian pyramid is probably the step pyramid 

called Pyramid of Djoser which was built around 2640 BC (4655 years ago). 

 

 

The Great Pyramid of Giza is the oldest and largest of three pyramids 

in the Giza Necropolis. It is also known as the Pyramid of Khufu and 

the last one still largely intact. For over 3800 years, the 

Great Pyramid of Giza was the tallest man made structure 

in the world. Although it has lost around 10 meters (33 

feet) in height, it still stands around 146 meters (480 feet) above the ground. 

 

• Nearly all Egyptian Pyramids are located on the west bank of the Nile. 

• Egyptian Pyramids often have many chambers and passages. 

• Bodies placed in the tombs are called mummies and are preserved by 

mummification. 

• Egyptians buried their dead with everyday items they believed would useful in 

the afterlife (and some expensive things such as jewelry). 

• Many of the royal tombs were robbed by tomb robbers. 

   

One tomb that was left largely intact was that of Tutankhamun in the Valley of the Kings. 

It was discovered in 1922 by Howard Carter and this famous tomb is best known for the 

solid gold mask of Tutankhamun. Tutankhamun was a pharaoh from 1332 BC to 1323 BC. 

  

01 - 1st shrine 
02 - linen cover 
03 - inner 2nd shrine 
04 - inner 3rd shrine 
05 - inner most 4th shrine 
06 - granite sarcophagus 
07 - coffin 
08 - coffin 
09 - coffin with the 
mummy 



Questions 

Let’s talk about pyramids. Answer the questions in FULL sentences: 

a) Why were most Ancient Egyptian pyramids built? 

b) How many pyramids have been discovered in Egypt so far? 

c) Which one is the oldest and the largest of three pyramids? 

d)  What are the bodies placed in the tombs are called? 

e) What is the name of the process to preserve the body? 

f) How did the Egyptians bury their dead? 

g) Who robbed many of the royal tombs? 

h) Whose tomb was found in 1922 and why is it famous? 

 

Speaking Challenge: Describe how to find the King’s Chamber on the second picture by 

looking at the first one: 

  

 


