
Ration Book Shopping List 

VE Day - or 'Victory in Europe Day' - marks the day towards the end of World War 

Two (WW2) when fighting against Nazi Germany in Europe came to an end. 

On 8 May 1945, Prime Minister Winston Churchill made an announcement on the radio 

at 3pm that the war in Europe had come to an end, following Germany's surrender the 

day before. 

Challenge  

During the war, there was also a shortage of food. As a result of this, British citizens 

were issued with a ration book. This limited and capped the amount of food they 

could purchase. Imagine that you are a child during the Second World War. You live 

with your mother, father and sibling. Everybody in your house was issued with a 

ration book to buy food products. 

Task 1  

Work out how much of each item you buy each week (not how much it costs). Fill in 

the table with the amount you would get for your family of four. If you cannot print, 

just make a list in your Home Learning Book instead. (Eggs have been done for you.) 

 

Task 2  

How much money would you spend during a weekly shopping trip if you bought all 

of the rationed items? Clearly show your workings in your Home Learning Book. 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/16690175
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/31043477


Morse Code 

Samuel Morse invented the electric telegraph in 1837. He also developed a special code 

called the Morse Code, which used lots of dots and dashes to represent the letters of 

the alphabet and numbers. Morse Code was used in both the First World War and the 

Second World War to communicate. 

 

Challenge: Can you find out what the unfamiliar words mean? 

 



WWII Pictograms 

In March 1940, Britain had increased their aircraft production to try to keep up with 

the demands of the war. I have created a pictogram to show how many different 

types of aircraft were produced in March 1940.   

 

Pictogram of British aircraft produced in March 1940 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Task 1 

Answer the following questions: 

1) How many Lancasters were produced?  

2) How many Hurricanes were produced? 

3) What was the most popular aircraft? 

4) What was the difference between the most and least popular aircraft? 

5) Which two types had the same number of aircrafts produced?   

6) If one plane symbol represented 6 planes instead of 2, how many Mosquito’s 

would have been produced? 

Task 2 

Can you come up with your own questions for a family member to answer? 

Challenge 

Can you present this data in a different way? Think of the different types of tables, 

graphs and charts you know! 


