
Understanding VE Day 

On the 8th May 1945, Nazi Germany unconditionally 

surrendered to the Allies, bringing the end of the Second 

World War in Europe after nearly six years of fighting. This 

is known as Victory in Europe Day, or VE Day for short. 

 

British Prime Minister Winston 

Churchill broadcast to the nation at 3pm on the radio that the 

war with Germany had been won. He then joined thousands 

on the streets of London and waved to crowds in Whitehall 

with his now famous ‘V’ for victory sign. 

 

It was an emotional day that millions of people had 

been waiting for. Everyone was extremely happy that 

the fighting had stopped and there were big 

celebrations and street parties! Union flags hung from 

windows, people dressed in red, white and blue, and 

dancing and singing took place as communities came 

together to share in the moment. Huge crowds gathered 

outside Buckingham Palace in London and cheered 

when King George VI and his family came out onto the 

balcony. 

Despite the celebrations, VE Day was also a moment of 

great sadness and reflection, as millions of people had lost their lives, loved ones and 

homes in the conflict, and the Second World War continued in Asia. 

Answer these questions in full sentences. Or, you could make a poster which includes 

all of this information. 

1. What is VE Day short for and what did the day mark? 

2. Who spoke to the nation to declare war with Germany ws over nd why? 

3. Why did large crowds gather at Buckingham Palace in London? 

4. How did people celebrate VE Day? 

5. Despite this being the end of the war in Europe, why were some people sad? 

6. Look at the street party photographs. Why do you think there are very few men 

in these pictures? 


