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GOOD TO BE BACK 

I am delighted to be able to write a ‘normal’ newsletter 
once again to celebrate the start of the new term. It has 
been wonderful to have all the children back at school and 
reassuring to see them looking happy to be here. I would 
like to say a big ‘thank you’ to all our families for the 
support you have given during both the ‘lockdown’ period 
and the return to school. It is also very important to 
register my appreciation to all the staff who have worked, 
and continue to work, extremely hard in challenging 
conditions to make school and each classroom a happy 
and vibrant environment for the children. The staff effort 
and support throughout the pandamic has been nothing 
short of outstanding. 
 
Our current drop-off and collection arrangements are 
working well and we now have most children in class by 
9.15 am. Please continue to follow the guidance displayed 
next to the gates to keep everyone as safe as possible. 
 
As the routines become more familiar with everyone, we 
hope to start reintroducing some activities which have 
been suspended. This will begin with the offer of some 
extra-curricular clubs in the next few weeks. We are also 
hoping to welcome a new Mandarin assistant after half 
term who will deliver sessions to all children in school. 
 

INSPIRING LEARNING 

We have already seen some fantastic learning taking place 
across school. The children have settled quickly into their 
new classrooms and with (in most cases) new staff. Even 
our new Robins look very much at home despite the lack 
of transition we were able to deliver this summer. 
 
Each class has introduced their new topic and you can find 
full details of the curriculum on the school website. You 
should have received a copy of the class Knowledge 
Organiser to enable you to support your child’s learning. 
Copies of these are also available to download from the 
website knowledge organisers 
 
Unfortunately, one downside of the current restrictions is 
our ability to use transport for class visits. This will mean 
that all our educational trips will be local visits within 
walking distance. The first one this week is a river visit by 
Puffins and Parrots. 

 
 
To compensate for the lack of visits, we have subscribed 
to Press-Play-Now a resource that enables the children to 
engage in topic related experiences through story. The 
company visited school last week to demonstrate the 
system to Woodpeckers and it was well received by all the 
children. 

 
 

 

OUTSTANDING OUTDOORS 
We are delighted to show-off our new outdoor space for 
the children in Robins Class. The area was created by a 
team of volunteers, led by our Volunteer Co-ordinator, 
Nicole Barr. This improved facility is already being 
accessed for the children and, when fully resourced, will 
provide an outstanding environment for developing 
learning in the early years. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.melton.suffolk.sch.uk/
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BeeMe 
We believe the emotional health and wellbeing of all 
members of our school community is fundamental to our 
ethos of allowing our children to be the best they can be 
through developing reflection, courage, responsibility and 
perseverance. We embed wellbeing into every aspect of 
our school day so that we are able to promote and develop 
the mental health and resilience of our pupils and staff. 

However, we recognise that there will be children for 
whom the impact of the Coronavirus pandemic has 
created mental health needs including anxiety, social 
growth and feelings of uncertainty. We believe that it is 
essential to address and support these in order to grow 
happy, resilient and confident children. To support all our 
children, since the start of term, we have introduced daily 
BeeMe sessions in all classes. These sessions use a variety 
of strategies, skills and resources to support our pupils’ 
wellbeing and mental health. We hope to empower the 
children to become emotionally literate so they can share 
their worries or concerns and implement strategies to 
help overcome them. 

NEW PE UNIFORM 
Hopefully you have all received information about our new 
PE uniform. This has been introduced to help raise the 
profile of PE through the development of our intra-school 
house competitions. As the children are also now coming 
to school in their PE kit two days a week (something that 
is working well and is likely to continue beyond the 
restrictions of the pandemic), we hope having a specific PE 
uniform will help to maintain the school identity.  
 
As explained in the letter, the first allocation of uniform is 
being provided by school. Any additional items or 
replacements in the future will be available to buy directly 
from the supplier. Some parents have already asked about 
order details for additional items. To help with the 
ordering process, 
please give us time 
to collate the 
school order first 
and then we will 
send details of how 
additional items 
can be ordered. 
 

PARENT INVOLVEMENT 
PARENTS’ EVENINGS 
Bookings are now open for parents’ evenings next week. 
Unfortunately, these cannot be face to face meetings but 
staff will be arranging times when they can contact 
families via telephone. You should have received a Seesaw 
message today with details of available times and 
information for booking. Please be aware that the call will 
show as an unknown caller. 

PARENT CONTACT 
We appreciate that keeping in touch is difficult for parents 
at the moment. This hasn’t been helped by technical issues 
with our phone line over the past few weeks. Hopefully 
this will be completely resolved soon. However, Seesaw is 
proving to be a very reliable and effective way for making 
contact with school. You can also phone or email the 
school office 
 
01394 382506   admin@melton.suffolk.sch.uk 
 
The office staff would like me to pass on their appreciation 
for the polite and understanding communication they 
have received this term. It is a difficult (and quite lonely) 
time for Mrs Gooch and Mrs Price and they have been 
warmed by the friendly comments. 
 
Without access to the school office and the opportunity to 
make cash payments, it is important all families are 
registered for Parent Pay and keep up to date with invoices. 
Please contact the office staff if you have any questions. 
 

PARENT GOVERNOR  
Just before the closure of schools in March, we advertised 
for a new parent governor. Andrew Cappell was 
nominated and welcomed onto the governing body in 
April. Andrew has a child in Year 5 and currently works for 
the National Trust. He has previous experience as a school 
governor. Our other serving parent governor is Pip Alder. 
 
The Chair of Governors is Nick Wellington 
The Safeguarding Governor is Jane Reed 
 
Information about the Governing Body can be found on 
the school website. 
 

EVENTS & SCHOOL NEWS 
PD DAY 
A reminder that school is closed on Friday 9th October for 
all children.  
 

FLU IMMUNISATIONS 
These are booked on Monday 12th October for all children. 
Details have already been sent to all families. 
 

HELPING FAMILIES 
We are always looking at ways we can support our families 
and this week saw the start of a new food box scheme. 
Through a partnership with the food charity FareShare, we 
are now able to provide a weekly food box for families who 
are eligible for Free School Meals. The boxes this week 
included: bread, pasta, baked beans, chick peas, tinned 
tomatoes, soup, apples, cookies and juice. If you missed 
out this week but would like to participate in the scheme, 
please contact the school office. Details were originally 
shared via Seesaw. 
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PLANT TO PLATE 
Many of you will have noticed the developments in our 
school allotment. Throughout the summer we have been 
growing arrange of crops including potatoes, strawberries 
and tomatoes. Last week the children harvested our 
pumpkins and handed them to Shaun in the school kitchen. 
Shaun used the vegetables to make a tray bake. Today all 
the children were able to sample the product which was 
greeted with very positive reviews. It is a very valuable 
experience for the children to see the seeds they plant 
grow into the food they eat. We hope to be able to share 
more samples of products from the garden in the future. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

At the beginning of spring, local garden centre 
Notcutts donated a bag full of sunflower seed packets 
for the children to plant. As we are unable to use 
these in school , I pinned them onto the fence with a 
notice for local residents to use them to make Melton 
brighter over the summer. I am delighted that many 
of our families took advantage of this opportunity. 
We did quite well in the school garden but our flowers 
were not as impressive as those grown by the George 
family. Thank you and well done to everyone who 
joined-in. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

WALK TO SCHOOL WEEK 
The children are being encouraged to participate in this 
national event next week. All children will receive a pack 
from their class teacher and Miss Grant will be sending out 
details via Seesaw.  
 

#HELLOYELLOW 
At Melton Primary School we take the mental health 
and well-being of your children seriously and 
understand that some young people have been 
going through a difficult time recently. Looking after 
our well-being has never been more important. On 
Thursday 8th October we will be celebrating World 
Mental Health day by taking part in the YoungMinds 
#HelloYellow day. On this day we will be inviting the 
children to wear something yellow with their school 
uniform e.g. a yellow T-shirt, a yellow jumper, yellow 
socks or a yellow headband. To raise money for this 
charity, we will be 
asking children to 
bring in a £1 
donation. A letter 
with more details 
has been shared via 
Seesaw. 

 
 

 



 

 

PROMOTING MELTON 
In the week beginning Monday 12th October, we will have 
a small camera crew onsite to shoot footage for a 
promotional video about our school. As we are unable to 
host our usual open days this year, we want a way of 
showing off the fantastic learning that takes place in 
school. Be prepared - the team may be filming when you 
arrive for drop-off or collection!! Obviously, we will edit 
out the faces of any children we know are not to be 
included in promotional material. 
 

BUILDING WORK (OR NOT!) 
We are still waiting for our proposed building work to start 
following delay during the summer. The planned 
developments include: 

 Insulate and resurface the roof. 

 Replace all external windows and doors. 

 Convert existing changing rooms into a new toilet 
block and cloakrooms. 

 New extractor canopy and refurbishment of the 
kitchen. 

 Replacement of all lights with LED upgrades. 

 Automated fire alarm system. 
 
It is hoped that some of this work will begin during the 
October half-term. 
 
Also during half-term we are expecting our outdoor 
reading shelter will be erected. This has been purchased 
by FOMS and was originally due to be built in April. 
 
During the ‘lockdown’ the staff in school were proactive in 
developing some areas of school ourselves. We have 
created a new staffroom, staff workroom and office space. 
Staff have also painted corridors and classrooms and we 
removed the old curtains from the hall so we could have 
the glass tinted.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Once again, thank you to everybody for your continued 
support during the past six months and especially since 
the start of term. We will continue to do our best to keep 
you informed of developments and changes in school and 
will always welcome your feedback. 
 
Remember to contact me at any time if you have 
something you would like to discuss. I am outside most 
days or can be contacted via email: 
head@melton.suffolk.sch.uk 
 
Keep safe 
 

 
Alun Davies 
Headteacher 
 
 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

OCTOBER 

Monday 5th to Thursday 8th        Walk to School Week 

 

Wednesday 7th, Thursday 8th & Friday 9th  

Parent/teacher consultations 

 

Thursday 8th      Hello Yellow Day 

 

Friday 9th      PD Day (school closed for all children) 

 

Monday 12th Flu immunisations 

 

Friday 23rd     School closes for half-term holiday 

 

NOVEMBER 

Monday 2nd    School reopens for Autumn Term 2 

 

Monday 2nd    School photos 
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