May 2021

INSPIRING LEARNING

Puffins

This term Puffins have really engaged with their new topic
of London. They have been learning about the great fire of
All our children have been very busy again this half term
London and how it started in Thomas Farriner’s bakery in
learning about their new topics. Hopefully you have seen
Pudding Lane. The children
many examples of their learning on Seesaw and are using
have been bread tasting in
the class knowledge organiser to ask them some questions.
DT and have used their
evaluations to design a
All long term plans and class knowledge organisers are
recipe for a savoury bread
available to view or download from the school website.
roll just like Thomas
www.melton.suffolk.sch.uk
Farriner!
Robins
Robins have been learning all about Beatrix Potter. They
have enjoyed reading her stories and adore ‘The Tale of
Peter Rabbit’. Mrs Rogers brought her rabbits in for the
children to compare facts they learnt about pet rabbits
and wild rabbits. The class also had a visit from Mr Capell
to talk about the
National Trust and how
we can help the wildlife.
The children also had
the chance to make
some Bee Bombs.

In English the class had a go at
writing their own diary entries as if
they were Samuel Pepys at the
great fire of London. They used
descriptive language and time
connectives.
Parrots
Our Parrots class have been
busy learning all about London
so far this term and have
focused on the
Great Fire of 1666
in History and Art
lessons. They've
discovered how to
marble and have
produced
some
beautiful
silhouetted pictures of London.
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They've also been busy learning about ways to keep
themselves healthy in PSHE. As well as exercise and
healthy
food,
they've
discovered how important it
is to get enough sleep, to limit
the amount of time watching
screens and to stay safe in the
sun.
In Science, the Parrots had fun growing different plants
(including cress and sunflowers) to discover which
conditions plants prefer.

Eagles
Eagles have really been enjoying their science by looking
at skeletons! First, they looked at the different
types of skeletons before
finding the scientific
names for each bone in a
scavenger hunt. They
even went outside to use
what they could find to
build their very own!

Penguins
This half term, Year 5 have enjoyed learning to play the
guitar and have already built up a repertoire of various
music pieces, using their
new knowledge of strings
and frets. They have been
extremely proud to be able
to read notation, and have
been progressing very
quickly - already working
their way up to Level 4!
Owls
Owls Class have thrown themselves into their topic,
'Moving Forward' this term, learning all about changes
that they will experience as they transition through life,
particularly with relationships. Lots of discussion and
problems to solve, including learning how difficult being
responsible for something (a Jelly Baby) can be. There was
a lot of relief when that challenge came to a close, mostly
from the poor Jelly Babies!
The children have also been enjoying finding out more
British history by getting to know the Normans and the
Tudors, as well as learning about mechanisms to create
projectile launchers and other programable Lego designs.

The clock is now
ticking down towards
our end of year
production which we
hope to perform in
front of a live audience.

Woodpeckers

Lots of excitement still
to come!

Woodpeckers wanted to persuade
an audience to buy a new product.
Some products included making you
smarter, better at sports and even
making you invisible!
They used different techniques such
as emotive language, addressing the
audience and buzz words.
The children have started to build
models out of Lego. They have
worked in pairs with one child
giving instructions to their partner
to enable them to build. This has
helped the Woodpeckers to
understand the importance of both
giving and listening to instructions to be
successful!

PARENT INVOLVEMENT
SPORTS DAYS
We are delighted to have planned sports days for next half
term for which we hope to be able to invite spectators.
Although the events will be lower key than normal, it will
still be a positive development to see parents back on site
sharing their child’s learning. The planned dates are:
Reception
Years 1&2
Years 3&4
Years 5&6

Wednesday 30th June
Tuesday 29th June
Thursday 1st July
Friday 2nd July

Full details will be sent home nearer the time.

PARENT CONSULTATIONS

PE UNIFORM

Due to the unusual nature of this year, we have planned
an additional parent/teacher consultation for early next
half term. We are going to attempt to deliver these
through virtual meetings. Full details will be sent out next
week.

It has been fantastic to see the children active in their PE
kits since we returned to school in March. We have also
found it much easier and less time consuming than the
children getting changed. It is important that the children
are wearing the correct kit. We have allowed some
flexibility with the trousers as we know some children
prefer different styles. However, all alternative trousers
need to be plain black without any branding logos.

Annual reports will also be written as normal and will be
distributed before the end of the summer term.

OPERATING PROCEDURES
We are very grateful to all families for supporting school
and following the operating procedures we have put in
place to ensure the safe return of all children to school.
We recognise that the measures cause some level of
inconvenience but regularly review the risk assessment
and they will only remain in place for as long as necessary
– we all look forward to a return to ‘normal’.
Due to the recent relaxation of national restrictions, we
have implemented the following changes to our operating
procedures (changes are shown in red):

Classes have organised the PE timetable so that there is a
least a day between sessions to allow for kit to be cleaned.
However, this doesn’t always account for extra-curricular
clubs. Where this is a problem, we ask that children do
wear their proper kit whenever possible but we will be
understanding of occasional alternatives as long as the
items are plain. As this system will continue in September,
we would recommend families start thinking now about
ordering additional items for the new school year to avoid
a backlog in September. Orders can be made online at
https://ecoteeprints.com/
…and don’t forget names! We are finding too much
uniform which doesn’t have a name inside. Please name
all items of clothing, especially jumpers, hoodies and coats.
We have contacted the PE uniform supplier who is hoping
to offer a naming service where he will embroider the
initials of your child onto the front of their hoody or coat.



The window for school drop off is being shortened. There
will be a drop off window for all pupils between 8.55 and
9.15am. Collection arrangements will remain the same.



Parents will not be required to wear face coverings when
on the school site. Face coverings are still required when
entering the building.

EVENTS & SCHOOL NEWS



Staff members to wear face coverings (not shields) when
in any area other than their regular work area if they are
unable to maintain a safe social distance.



Extra-curricular activities must be organised in bubble
groups and can take place either inside or outside.

The Governing Body are delighted to announce that
Melton Primary School will be opening a nursery class in
September 2021. The nursery provision will be for eligible
3 and 4 year-olds and will become part of our Early Years
unit alongside the Reception Class.

Despite these relaxations, it is important we continue to
be vigilant and follow all the national guidance to keep the
Melton community safe.
I would once again like to remind parents collecting their
children from school, not to park on Dock Lane. A number
of parents are parking outside houses and business
premises. Some of the local businesses have contacted
school because delivery vehicles and customers have been
unable to park close to the premises. There has also been
damage to the grass verges.
As a school, we want to maintain the support of our
neighbours. Parents using cars are encouraged to park in
the Coach and Horses carpark (who we thank for allowing
you to do so).

NEW NURSERY

If you have a nursery aged child, we hope you will read the
information available on our website and consider using
Melton Primary School Nursery.
https://www.melton.suffolk.sch.uk/melton-primaryschool-nursery/
We would also like to ask families to share this information
with any other parents or carers who have nursery aged
children or to publish the news of our nursery opening on
local social media.

WALK TO SCHOOL WEEK
Well done to everyone who has
made an effort to support Walk
to School Week. It has been
great to see so many children
walking, cycling and scooting to
school. We will be announcing
the winning class in assembly on
Monday. Hopefully, following
this week, many
of the children
will
be
enthusiastic to
keep
being
active on their
way to school!

ROYAL MAIL ART STAMP COMPETITION
Each class has participated in a national art competition to
design a new postage stamp. Royal Mail wanted to
honour our heroes of the pandemic by producing a set of
commemorative stamps. The stamps will feature designs
created by eight school-aged children from around the
UK. Our children have produced some very creative
designs and we look forward to seeing if any are chosen by
the panel of judges!

BUILDING WORK
The final stages of our building work (internal decoration
and facia boards) are due for completion by the end of
June. We are also having new flooring fitted into some of
our larger communal areas during the next half-term
break and our Robins classroom will have a new surface
put down during the summer holiday.

NEW MENU
Edwards and Blake are introducing a new school menu
starting after half term. They will continue to offer two
daily options or a jacket potato, and are now able to
introduce more options for dessert with jelly and yoghurt
added to the daily alternatives.
The new menu will be available to view on Parent Pay and
the school website next week.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR CLUBS
Our new extra-curricular programme has been very
popular this half term and we have a new programme of
activities starting after half term.
All clubs will run from the week beginning Monday 7th June
until the week beginning Monday 5th July. The sessions will
be from 3.30 to 4.30pm unless stated differently.

Attendance at clubs this half term does not guarantee
attendance for next half term (except tennis and nature
which are continuing).
Bookings for all clubs need to be made on Parent Pay and
will be on a ‘first come, first served’ basis.
Monday
Reception
Mini Team Games
Ipswich Town Community Coach
Years 5&6
Tennis (continuation)
Woodbridge Tennis Club Coach
Tuesday
Years 3&4
Cricket
Ipswich Town Community Coach
Wednesday
Years 1&2
Mini Team Games
Ipswich Town Community Coach
Thursday
Years 1&2
Mrs Mann

Lego (3.30 to 4.15pm)

Years 5&6
Nature (continuation)
Miss Grant and Mrs Barr
Friday
Years 3&4
Mr Davies

Tag Rugby (3.30 to 4.15pm)

Years 5&6
Cricket
Ipswich Town Community Coach
Booking for these new clubs (with the exception of tennis
& nature) is open now on Parent Pay.

VITAL VOLUNTEERS
We are delighted that our volunteer programme is now
back up and running in school. Led by our Volunteer Coordinator, Nicole Barr, the team of volunteers help to
enhance school for all the children. Until this term,
volunteers were limited to
working outside but they
have completed many
exciting projects which
have included further
development
of
the
allotment and the building
of a new sensory garden in
the foundation stage area.

However, we have now been able to welcome back our
group of reading volunteers. We currently have a team of
seven volunteers who are sharing reading with children
across school every week.
We would like to thank East Suffolk Council who have
provided funding over the last year to support our
volunteer programme.
We are always looking for new volunteers. If you would
like to help with outdoor projects, reading support, the
library, extra-curricular clubs or in any other capacity
where you have relevant skills, then please contact Nicole
to find out more nicole.barr@melton.suffolk.sch.uk

IMPORTANT DATES
May
Friday 28th

School closes for half term

June
Monday 7th

School re-opens

Monday 28th

Farlingaye HS Transition Day

Tuesday 29th
Wednesday 30th

Years 1&2 Sports Day
Reception Sports Day

July
Thursday 1st July
Friday 2nd July

Years 3&4 Sports Day
Years 5&6 Sports Day

Friday 16th

End of term

COULD YOU FOSTER?
Nexus Fostering is a well-established and highly regarded
fostering agency, based in Norwich, who are urgently
seeking full-time & respite foster carers throughout the
area. The agency is rated Ofsted 'Outstanding' in all areas
and place a high premium on the quality of support and
care that they provide to every one of the foster carers
and, in turn, the children and young people placed with
them.
To find out more about becoming a foster carer or a
respite carer in Melton, Woodbridge and surrounding
areas please call 0800 389 0143 or email
foster@nexusfostering.co.uk.
Stay safe

Alun Davies
Headteacher

