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Melton Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the 

welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and 

volunteers to share this commitment.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Melton Primary School 

 
Young Carers Policy 

 
 

 
Introduction 
 
Melton Primary School is committed to enabling young carers to access education 
and support. This policy aims to ensure young carers at this school are identified and 
offered appropriate support to access the education and other services to which they 
are entitled.   

At Melton Primary School we want to encourage and develop a love of learning for 
our pupils that will stay with them throughout their lives.  

Our aim is that they are healthy and safe, that they enjoy and achieve in all that 
they do and that they make a positive contribution to society and have success in 
the future. 

 
 
Definition 

Young carers are children and young people who provide care to another family 
member. The level of care they provide would usually be undertaken by an adult 
and as a result of this they take on a level of responsibility that is inappropriate to 
their age and development. This is likely to have a significant impact on their 
childhood experiences. 

 
A young carer is a pupil who helps to look after a family member; this may involve 
physical or emotional care, or taking responsibility for someone's safety or well-
being. However, the level of responsibility assumed by a young carer is often 
inappropriate to their age at a level beyond simply helping out with jobs at home, 
which is a normal part of growing up; as such it may impact on the education of the 
young person. 
 
 
 
Working in Partnership with Suffolk Young Carers.  
 
Melton primary School believes that all children and Young People have the right to 
an Education, regardless of what is happening at home. 
 
When a young person looks after someone in their family who has a serious illness, 
disability or substance misuse problem ,he or she may need a little extra support to 
help him or her get the most out of school. 
Our Young Carers Policy states how we will help any pupil who helps to look after 
someone at home. 

 



 
Our School: 
 

 Has a member of staff with special responsibility for the young carers and lets 
new pupils know who they are and what they can do to help. 
 

 Designate an entire assembly to creating awareness of the role of a young 
carer, hosted by a Suffolk Young Carer Advisor.  
 

 Runs a PSHE session on what it means to care for others, incorporating the 
awareness and understanding of being a young carer. 

 

 Runs a monthly lunch club specifically for young carers. 
 

 Can put young carers in touch with the local young carer’s service. We can 
also put families in touch with other support services. 

 

 Is accessible to parents who have mobility and communication difficulties and 
involves them in parent`s evenings. 

 

 Respects your right to privacy and will only share information about you and 
your family with people who need to know to help you. 

 

 Will consider alternatives if a young carer is unable to attend out of school 
activities e.g. clubs, sporting events, concerts, and performances, due to 
their caring role. 

 

 Will follow safeguarding procedures regarding any young carer at risk of 
significant harm due to inappropriate levels of caring. 

 

 

 Complies with the disability Discrimination act by offering disabled parents 
support to get their children to school.  

 

The designated school lead for young carers is our Family Support Worker, Nikki Whinney, 
who will liaise with relevant colleagues, Suffolk Young Carers and other relevant agencies 
with the consent of the young carer. All pupils will be made aware of the designated link. 
In the absence of Nikki Whinney, the deputy designated school lead for young carers is Alun 
Davies (Headteacher). 


