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INSPIRING LEARNING 

OFSTED 
“Pupils at Melton Primary are enthusiastic learners. They 
benefit from a curriculum that excites their interests and 
extends their knowledge across a broad range of subjects. 
Pupils are achieving well and are well prepared for their 
next stage of education.” That’s the summary view of 
Ofsted who carried out the inspection on 29th and 30th 
September. The school was graded as Good, under the 
new inspection framework. 

The school received praise for, “the wide range of extra-
curricular clubs and activities that are available, including 
sports and music,” and behaviour in the school was judged 
to be good, with pupils who are, “thoughtful and 
considerate of others.”  

The inspection team identified the positive impact the new 
nursery is already having and reported, “In the early years, 
children practise their skills in listening and speaking 
through songs, games and practical activities. They learn 
new routines quickly and are settled into school life.”  

Leaders were praised for promoting, “a love of reading,” 
and for focussing on, “promoting positive mental health 
and well-being,” for pupils. The report also recognised that, 
“Staff are well informed about how best to support pupils’ 
individual needs,” and, as a result, “Pupils with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) achieve well.” 

The school’s grading is ‘Good’, a benchmark that is high 
under the current Ofsted framework. We are very pleased 
that the hard work undertaken by all in the school 
community has been recognised, including the procedures 
in place, the reflective and driven nature of staff and 
governors, the attitudes of the pupils and the rate at which 
the school is making progress.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

OWLETS & ROBINS 
Our Owlet children (Nursery) enjoy their monthly visit to 
Sutton Hoo to participate in the Little Hooligans activity 
session.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
The nursery will be offering wrap-around-care from 
7.45am to 6pm starting in January 2022. 
 
Families interested in our school nursery are invited to 
book a free trial session. For more information, please 
contact the school office (admin@melton.suffolk.sch.uk). 

 

 
 
Applications are open for new Nursery starters in January 
or for after Easter. Please contact the school office 
(admin@melton.suffolk.sch.uk) or look on the school 
website for more information. 
 

Click here to read the full report. 

http://www.melton.suffolk.sch.uk/
mailto:admin@melton.suffolk.sch.uk
mailto:admin@melton.suffolk.sch.uk
https://files.ofsted.gov.uk/v1/file/50172680


 

 

EAGLES & WOODPECKERS 
The Eagles and Woodpeckers enjoyed lots of walking on 
their visit to Dunwich Heath. We started the day by taking 
soil samples from the woodland, heathland and beach 
areas comparing the 
similarities and 
differences from the 
samples. Finally, we 
went on a rock hunt on 
the beach identifying 
the most common and 
least common rocks 
here. 

 

 

The pupils have also been 
enjoying making their own 
rock fossils using plaster of 
Paris and clay - this was very 
messy but we had some great 
end products!  

 

PENGUINS & OWLS 
In Owls, we have been experimenting with sound, 
designing our own investigations to determine whether 
sound grows fainter as the distance increases. We used 
the data loggers to measure the noise made by different 
instruments at varying distances.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In DT, we have been thinking 
about strong and stable 
structures. Linked to our 'War 
and Peace' topic, we were set a 
challenge to make an Anderson 
shelter to protect Mr Egg, using 
only paper, card or paper straws. 
We explored how to strengthen 
our structures using folding, 
rolling and by investigating the 
nature of existing stable 
structures. Thankfully Mr Egg 
survived the bombing in all of the 
Anderson shelters... all except one! 

PARENT INVOLVEMENT 
PARKING 
Please be aware that parking restrictions have been re-
introduced on Dock Lane outside the school gate. The 
updated road markings and signage restrict parking 
between 8.30 and 4pm directly outside the gate and 8.30 
to 9.30am and 3pm to 4pm outside the bowling club. Local 
traffic enforcement officers will actively be surveying the 
area during these times. We always recommend parents 
use the Coach and Horses car park to avoid congestion on 
Dock Lane. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
GOVERNING BODY  
All parents should have received a 
letter to invite self-nominations 
for the vacant role of Parent 
Governor. The closing date for 
nominations is Friday 26th 
November.  
 

The letter also contained 
information about the role of a 
Parent Governor. 
 

If you would like to discuss this in more detail, please 
contact; Chair of Governors, Nick Wellington or parent 
governor Andrew Capell. 
nick.wellington@melton.suffolk.sch.uk  
andrew.capell@melton.suffolk.sch.uk 
 
Information about the Governing Body can be found on 
the school website. 

mailto:nick.wellington@melton.suffolk.sch.uk
mailto:andrew.capell@melton.suffolk.sch.uk


 

 

COVID-19 UPDATE 
Unfortunately, we have been reminded over the past few 
weeks that Covid-19 hasn’t gone away and Melton is not 
exempt from infections. As many of you will know, we had 
our first ‘mini-outbreak’ after returning from the half term 
break. We have been exceptionally fortunate to go this 
long without cases in school and we are pleased that the 
restrictions we imposed seem to have quickly contained 
the spread. All the children affected are now back in school 
and, from this Monday, we have removed the requirement 
for classes to be in isolated bubbles.  
 
However, as Suffolk is still experiencing high infection 
rates, particularly in schools, some restrictions will remain 
in place. These include: 
 

 All adults on the school site to wear face coverings. 

 Enhanced cleaning routines. 

 No whole school assemblies. 

 Virtual staff meetings. 

 Only allowing ‘essential’ visitors in to school. 

 Regular hand washing 

 Encouraging all adults on-site to maintain social 
distancing 

 Good ventilation (we now have carbon dioxide 
monitors in every classroom). 

 
Once again thanks go out for everything you are doing to 
keep us all safe and reduce transmission of the virus. 
 

MELTON PARISH COUNCIL 
The parish council would like to share two messages with 
families: 

 The tennis courts on Melton Park are available to 
hire for use by families. Bookings are made at the 
Spar garage on Melton Road. 

 Saturday 4th June 2022 has been set as a proposed 
date for the Melton Fete. Please put this date in 
your diaries. 
 

EVENTS & SCHOOL NEWS 
CHILDREN IN NEED 
Thank you to all families who supported the BBC Children 
in Need appeal last Friday by ‘Getting Spotty!’ Donations 
to the school ParentPay fundraising page have currently 
reached £192.50 but the page is open until Friday 3rd 
December if you wish to support the appeal (link below). 
 

 
 

https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.
aspx?shopid=3799 

CHRISTMAS 
As I am sure you will understand, how Christmas in school 
will look this year is still uncertain. Although we are 
currently planning for a ‘normal’ range of Christmas 
events, the current guidance we are 
following does not enable us to 
gather families to share all the events 
and celebrations. If the guidance does 
not change by Monday 6th December, 
we will adjust our plans and will notify 
families of the changes. 
 
The current diary of events: 
Tuesday 7th & Wednesday 8th December 
WOODLAND WONDERLAND 
We are again going to transform the wooded area next to 
the school field into a Winter Wonderland. This was a very 
popular event last year and will be on a bigger scale this 
time. Families will be able to visit the experience on either 
evening between 4pm and 6pm Refreshments including 
hotdogs and drinks will also be available this year. 

 
Monday 13th December 
KEY STAGE 1 NATIVITY (2pm) 
Details for requesting tickets will be shared later. 

 
Tuesday 14th December 
KEY STAGE 1 NATIVITY (9.30am) 
Details for requesting tickets will be shared later. 

 
EYFS & KS1 CHRISTMAS LUNCH & KEY STAGE 2 
PICNIC LUNCH 
Full details below. 

 
KEY STAGE 2 CAROL CONCERT (2pm) 
This will be held at St Andrew’s Church in Melton. Details 
for requesting tickets will be shared later. 

 
Wednesday 15th December 
KS2 CHRISTMAS LUNCH & EYFS/KS1 PICNIC LUNCH 
Full details below. 

 
KEY STAGE 1 CHRISTMAS PARTY 
 
EYFS FAMILY SING-A-LONG (3pm) 
Full details to follow. 

 
Thursday 16th December 
KEY STAGE 2 PARTIES 
 
Friday 17th December 
EYFS CHRISTMAS PARTY 
 
SCHOOL CLOSES FOR CHRISTMAS BREAK 

https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=3799
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=3799


 

 

 
Wednesday 22nd December 
THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS SON ET LUMIERE 
The Spirit of Christmas Son et Lumiere is an annual 
Christmas event including a light show which this year will 
take place on Wednesday 22nd December 2021 at the Tide 
Mill. The organiser of this event invited local primary 
schools to select students, to create a piece of themed 
artwork and to have their artwork projected onto the Tide 
Mill as part of the light show. Surprisingly, we were the 
only school to participate! Please see the poster below for 
further details about the event. 
 

 
 
CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY(S) 
We usually link Christmas jumper day with the Christmas 
lunch day. However, as the lunches and parties are being 
spread across three days, we are inviting the children to 
wear their jumper for all three days (Tuesday 14th, 
Wednesday 15th & Thursday 16th). Following positive 
feedback from the children last year, we are requesting 
families not to buy new Christmas jumpers this year. 
Instead, we would like you to re-use 
ones you already have, swap (safely) 
with friends or decorate a plain 
jumper to make it festive. We will 
once again be accepting monetary 
donations for the Ipswich Children’s 

Hospital Appeal.  

 
CHRISTMAS LUNCH 
Due to the restricted number of children we can 
accommodate in the school hall, Christmas lunch will again 
be served over two days. Traditional lunch will be served 
on Tuesday 14th December for children in Nursery, 
Reception and Key Stage 1 and Wednesday 15th December 
for Key Stage 2.  
 
On the alternate days, the opposite group of children will 
be offered the Christmas Party Bag lunch. 
 
The full menu and details for ordering are attached at the 
bottom of this letter. 
 

CARING FOR OTHERS 
In school, we always promote an ethos of ‘caring for 
others’. However, on this occasion, we have been the 
beneficiaries of a very kind and generous donation. Brenda 
Hughes, the great grandma to two of our pupils, Letty and 
Faith, has donated the 
money for school to buy our 
own Automated External 
Defibrillator (AED). This life-
saving resource will now be 
available from the school 
office in the event of a 
medical emergency. We are 
extremely grateful to 
Brenda and her family for 
this wonderful gesture.  
 

BOOKS FOR SCHOOLS 
Remember to send Books for 
Schools tokens in to school to help 
us win a share of the free books 
available. The tokens are printed 
daily in The East Anglian Daily 
Times and Ipswich Star. 
 

Let’s all hope for a stable and safe run-up to the Christmas 
period so that the children can enjoy the festive activities 
planned. 
 
Remember to contact me at any time if you have 
something you would like to discuss. I am outside most 
days or can be contacted via email: 
head@melton.suffolk.sch.uk 
 
Keep safe 

 
Alun Davies  
Headteacher 
 
 

School re-opens for the 
Spring Term on 

TUESDAY 4th JANUARY 
2022 

mailto:head@melton.suffolk.sch.uk


 

 

 
 

 

Christmas Lunches Order Details 
 

The Christmas lunch menu is: 
 
 

Traditional Christmas Roast, sausage bites, stuffing balls, 
roast potatoes, seasonal vegetables and gravy 

 
Or 

Vegetable Crown, stuffing balls, roast potatoes,  
seasonal vegetables and gravy 

  
Chocolate Fudge cake & custard 

Or 
Fresh Fruit 

 
 
 
 
The Christmas Party Bag menu consists of: 
 
 

Ham finger sandwich, cheese finger sandwich,  
 pizza whirl, sausage roll 

 
or 

Two cheese finger sandwiches, cheese and onion puff pastry roll 
 

Both options come with carrot and cucumber sticks, 
Chocolate Crunch & an Iced Party ring biscuit 

 
 
 
If your child normally has a school meal, you still need to order the Christmas lunch or party bag on 
ParentPay. 
 
 
 
Orders need to be received by Friday 3rd December at the latest. 
 
 
Both lunches will cost £2.30 per child per day (the same cost as a 
normal school meal).  
 
 
Payment must be made before the lunch is taken unless your child is entitled to Free School meals or 
Universal Free School meals, and should be paid via ParentPay. 


