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   Perseverance   Responsibility          Courage      Reflection 

INSPIRING LEARNING 

 

OWLETS & ROBINS 
The Robins and Owlets have been learning all about 
Autumn and Harvest time. Mr Parkes came in to teach us 
all about his job as a farmer and how he has harvested the 
crops. We all got a go in the tractor. We are very excited 
to go to the local green grocers to buy local produce to 
make an Autumn Soup to celebrate harvest time.  

 
 
PUFFINS & PARROTS 
Local author, Victoria Brock, visited the children in EYFS 
and KS1 and read them four stories with wonderful 
messages about being proud of who you are and working 
hard! All of the children were very excited to have a visitor 
in school and they listened very carefully.  

 
 
 

 

EAGLES & WOODPECKERS 
Eagles and Woodpeckers have once again been getting 
into character within their topic by role playing living with 
Stig in his dump as inspiration for their writing. This time, 
the children used the wilder areas of the school grounds 
to work together to create ramshackle huts then 
developed their own Mesolithic style clans in which they 
focused on trading items of importance and developing 
alliances to share skills and resources. The children also 
got to learn about creating fire in a safe environment by 
using fire steels.  

 

In Science the Eagles and 
Woodpeckers have been 
learning about how rocks 
are formed, they learnt 
about this using chocolate! 
Sedimentary rocks were 
formed by grating the 
chocolate, metamorphic 
rocks formed by heating the 
chocolate so it started to melt. 
Finally, igneous rocks were 
formed by leaving the melted 
chocolate to cool.  

http://www.melton.suffolk.sch.uk/


 

 

PENGUINS & OWLS 
Penguins have really enjoyed learning about Sound in 
Science! By role-playing as solids, liquids and gases, they 
were able to visually explain how sound travels through 
certain mediums faster. This helped them create their very 
own air raid siren sound, which was loud enough to warn 
the citizens of incoming danger! They also used data 
loggers to measure the volume of sounds in decibels and 
conducted an investigation linked to this. Overall, Year 5 
have had lots of fun exploring Sound and look forward to 
more learning in Science! 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
In computing, Owls were 
looking at how the 
internet works by acting 
it out. We learnt what 
happens when you press 
enter and a web page 
appears on a computer or 
smartphone. Those who 
played the role of the 
router, took different 
routes back to the client 
and so we learnt why 
sometimes a page will take 
longer to load!  

 

 

 
 

Penguins and Owls boarded the train in the rain this week 
carrying their gas masks and suitcases as we ‘evacuated’ 
them to Campsea Ashe. Another enjoyable enrichment 
experience for the children. 

Children 

from Penguins class have been 
helping Ms Barr to make some ‘Spicy Squash’ chutney 
using produce from the school garden.  
 
HARVEST CELEBRATION 
Our celebration this year took place on Tuesday 19th 
October at St Andrew’s Church. It was wonderful to have 
a full school event again (including our new nursery class). 
Unfortunately, we were unable to invite parents to this 
event, but we hope restrictions will allow us to include 
families in our Christmas Celebrations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our new RE Subject Ambassadors have provided this short 
report: 

We all enjoyed going to the church for the Harvest Festival 
and singing the songs. We all had a little speech or piece of 
acting to do. Our favourite parts were getting to say things 
in front of the whole school, watching the Owlets and 
Robins do their dance and singing ‘We Plough the Fields.’ 

(Joshua and Levi – RE Subject Ambassadors) 

 

BENJI 
Our visiting therapy dog, Benji, is proving very popular 
with the children he has met. Benji visits school every 
week to listen to children read. 



 

 

PARENT INVOLVEMENT 
PARENTS’ EVENINGS 
Thank you everyone who met with the teachers last week. 
By offering a flexible approach to meetings (face to face or 
telephone call), we had a higher take-up than normal. 
 

PARENT CONTACT 
Please remember to book and pay for all school meals via 
ParentPay. We have seen an increasing number of children 
without booked meal arrive without a packed lunch. As all 
our meals are made to order, there is very little additional 
produce available and we cannot guarantee that children 
without a pre-ordered meal can be catered for. 

 

GOVERNING BODY  

 
 
Our Governing Body have a new vacancy for a Parent 
Governor. This is a fantastic opportunity to contribute to 
the running of your child’s school and help to make a 
difference for all the children. The Governing Body meets 
once per month and governors fulfil additional support 
and monitoring roles within school. 
 
A letter containing further information and a nomination 
form will be sent to all parents via ParentPay and Seesaw. 
This will also include a description on the role of a school 
governor. 
 
However, if you would like to discuss the role in more 
detail, please contact; 
Chair of Governors, Nick Wellington 
nick.wellington@melton.suffolk.sch.uk  
 
or parent governor Andrew Capell 
andrew.capell@melton.suffolk.sch.uk 
 
Information about the Governing Body can be found on 
the school website. 
 

COVID-19 UPDATE 
Unfortunately, Suffolk is seeing a rapid increase in the 
number of positive Covid-19 cases being reported. As 
highlighted in the media, many of these are linked to 
schools. Although we have been lucky at Melton so far this 
term, many schools have endured a much more 
challenging half term.  
 
As a result, Suffolk County Council have now issued the 
following requirements to be implemented from Monday 
1st November.  
 

 Staff in education settings (specialist, primary, 
secondary, further and higher education) to wear 
face coverings in communal areas outside of the 
classroom, unless exempt for medical reasons. 
 

 Any visitors to wear a face covering while on-site, 
this includes adults collecting children. 
 

 Specialist, primary, secondary, further and higher 
education settings to restrict entry to their site to 
essential visitors only. Essential visitors would be 
those from Health, Social Care and Specialist 
Education teams delivering direct support to 
children and young people and visits focussed on 
safeguarding. 

These changes will apply to all schools in the county, 
including Melton. 
 
Therefore, all adults and children aged over 11 who come 
on to the school site will be required to wear a mask from 
Monday 1st November unless exempt for medical reasons. 
Our current plan is to continue with the current drop-off 
and collection times but we may be forced to return to 
staggered starts if the guidance changes. 
 
These additional measures will add to the existing 
measures we are taking including regular hand washing, 
social distancing and ventilation.  
 
We will publish our updated risk assessment and operating 
procedures next week.  
 
These measures will be reviewed by Suffolk County 
Council during the week commencing Monday 15 
November 2021 and we may also receive updated 
procedures from the government before then. 
 
Once again thanks go out for everything you are doing to 
keep us all safe and reduce transmission of the virus. 
Whilst we cannot control what happens in the wider 
community your continued vigilance in and around school 
is much appreciated. 
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EVENTS & SCHOOL NEWS 
OFSTED 
As you will know, we welcomed two inspectors in to school 
at the end of September to carry out a full Ofsted 
inspection. This is the first inspection completed on the 
school since 2015. At the time of writing, we are still 
waiting for a copy of the draft report. The final version of 
the report should be published within the next month and 
we look forward to being able to share it with all our 
families. 
 
The children were fantastic throughout the inspection 
process and many of them were required to spend time 
with the inspectors – they certainly had plenty to say! 
Thank you also to parents who completed the Parent View 
survey or spoke to the inspectors during the coffee 
morning. All of your input helped to shape their outcomes. 

 

PUPIL PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Since returning in September we have introduced some 
new opportunities for the children to play leadership roles 
in school as a means of enhancing their personal 
development. All these groups will form part of the Pupil 
Voice structure we have in school to ensure we are 
constantly meeting the needs of our learners. These are 
the new teams: 

Student Council 
Parrots  Lawson Allan & Ida-Mae Miller 
Eagles  Luca Castellani & Faith Parkes 
Woodpeckers Ellie-Mai Longhurst & Deacon White 
Penguins Charlotte Donaldson, Georgia Daley & 

Brody Bloss 
Owls Emily Cormack, Niall Kennedy, Sophie 

Shaw & Joshua Hemmings-Smith 
 
Subject Ambassadors 
English Georgia Daley & Evelyn Barker 
Maths Alfie Sharman-Treliving  

& Mia MacKenzie 
Science Brody Bloss & Summer Jones 
Geography Forest Donohoe-Bennett 

& Emily Cormack 
History Charlotte Donaldson & Joey Johnson 
Art/DT Max Pryke & Amber Needs 
PE Dolly Harvey-Smith & Jacob Dorey 
Music Benji Hughes & Ellie-May Green 
RE Joshua Hemmings-Smith & Levi Davis 
Computing Jimmy Boon & Lola Davey 
PSHE Betty Harvey-Smith & Owen Ali 
MFL Ivy Bouabdallah & Ellen Rowden-Smith 
 

 

Junior Road Safety team 

Niall Kennedy, Owen Ali, Lilian Beaton & Faith Trigg 

 
Young Librarians 
Parrots     Ella Reed 

Eagles     Nathan Foulger 

Woodpeckers    Ollie Rowles 

Penguins     Sofia Pathareedy 

Owls      Amber Needs and Lola Davey 

 
CHILDREN IN NEED 
The BBC Children in Need appeal is taking place on Friday 
19th November. As we are unsure what restrictions may be 
in place at that time, we are keeping our plans simple. 
Therefore, all children are encouraged to come to school 
with ‘spotty’ clothes, faces etc (chicken pox and measles 
not included!).  
 
We have set-up a ParentPay donation page for any families 
who like to support the charity event. 
 
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.
aspx?shopid=3799 

 

 
 
BOOKS FOR SCHOOLS 
This week marked the start of The East Anglian Daily 
Times/Ipswich Star Books for Schools scheme. By 
collecting tokens printed in both papers, you can help 
our school win a share of new books for our library. 

 
 
All you have to do is simply 
collect tokens printed 
in The East Anglian Daily 
Times and Ipswich Star and 
then send them to your 
local participating 
school.  Children can post 
tokens in the collection box 
located in school. 
 

 

 

https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=3799
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NEW STARTERS  

Do you have a child who is due to start school in 
September 2022? We are now offering individual family 
tours for prospective parents. Please see the school 
website or contact the school office for more details. 
 
We are also able to offer tours for families of 2, 3 and 4 
year-olds who may be interested in joining our Owlets 
Nursery. The nursery class currently offers funded and 
paid sessions from 8.30am to 4pm every day, however, we 
hope to extend this provision to 6pm from January 2022. 
Again, please see the school website or contact the school 
office for more details.  
 
WRAP AROUND CARE 
The After-School Club enjoyed a tasty treat this week 
when they held a Curry Night and sampled some different 
flavours. 

 
Breakfast Club is available every morning from 7.45am to 
9am and After School Club every day from 3.30pm to 6pm.  
 
The sessions provide the opportunity for the children to 
play games, relax and complete themed activities, 
including crafts and baking. A range of cereals and breads 
are available in the morning and tea is served after school. 
 
Contact the school office for more details. Bookings can be 
made on ParentPay. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Once again, thank you to everybody for your continued 
support. We will continue to do our best to keep you 
informed of developments and changes in school and will 
always welcome your feedback. 
 
Remember to contact me at any time if you have 
something you would like to discuss. I am outside most 
days or can be contacted via email: 
head@melton.suffolk.sch.uk 
 
Keep safe 

 
Alun Davies  
Headteacher 
 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 

OCTOBER 

Friday 22nd      School closes for half-term holiday 

 

NOVEMBER 

Monday 1st         School reopens for Autumn Term 2 

 

Tuesday 2nd  Eagles & Woodpeckers trip to 
Dunwich Heath 

 

Thursday 4th Under 11 Tag Rugby Festival 

 

Wednesday 10th     School & Nursery photos  
     (individual and sibling groups) 

 
Friday 19th  Children in Need 
 
DECEMBER 
Wednesday 1st  Penguins & Owls trip to Duxford 

(information to follow) 
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