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CHRISTMAS IS STILL SPECIAL IN SCHOOL 
I would like to say a special ‘thank you’ to all the staff who 
have work incredibly hard this term but still managed to 
put in extra effort to make Christmas in school as special 
as possible for the children.  
 
Many of you attended the Sing-a-long sessions around the 
tree and we hope you enjoy watching the singing video 
shared by Owlets and Robins or the Puffins and Parrots 
Nativity video.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The children have also enjoyed a Christmas lunch, party, 
Christmas jumpers, craft making and a virtual pantomime. 
I am sure you will agree that, under the current restrictions, 
the staff have done a remarkable job.  
 

 
CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY(S) 
Thank you to families who 
supported our Christmas Jumper 
Appeal in support of Ipswich 
Children’s Hospital. So far, we 
have received £94.50. 
 
If you would still like to make a 
donation, the Parent Pay link will be open until the new 
year. 
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.
aspx?shopid=5959 

HELLO SANTA 
The children received a virtual visit from Santa this week. 
He chatted to all the children in Early Years and Key Stage 
One and then answered some questions from Key Stage 
Two. During his visit all the children received a small 
present funded by FOMS.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
WINTER WONDERLAND 
I want to give a special mention to 
Nicole Barr who once again co-
ordinated the decorating of the 
woodland for our Winter 
Wonderland evenings.  
 
Each year we plan to make the 
event slightly bigger and we 
were delighted by the 
attendance this time 
(unfortunately, it was so 
popular, we ran out of hot 
dogs!). 

 
 
 

http://www.melton.suffolk.sch.uk/
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CELEBRATING THE CURRICULUM 
Many of our classes have been celebrating the end of their 
topics for this term. Eagles and Woodpeckers dressed in 
Stone Age costume for a day of themed challenges and 
Penguins and Owls came prepared for their VE Day party. 
 

 

 

 
 
CARING FOR OTHERS 
We would like to thank Tanita Dighton and her mum who 
have donated over thirty hi-viz jackets for us to use on 
school trips. We were short of jackets to fit our younger 
children and the new ones will be perfect. 
 
Thank you also to Swann’s Nursery who donated the 
fantastic Christmas tree we have been able to put outside 
this year. Once we knew we wouldn’t be able to invite 
parents in to school, we decided to take Christmas outside 
to share with everyone. 
 
The school office would like to request donations of any 
‘outgrown’ school jumpers and cardigans in good 
condition. 
 
We are always grateful for support by our families and the 
Melton community… anyone good at building? 
 

EXTRA BANK HOLIDAY 2022 
As you may be aware, an additional Bank Holiday was 
announced for 2022 to celebrate the Queen’s 70th 
Anniversary. The May Bank Holiday Weekend will be 
moved to Thursday 2nd June and an additional Bank 
Holiday on Friday 3rd June will see a four-day weekend to 
celebrate Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee - the 
first time any British monarch has reached this historic 
milestone.  
 
As the extra day is during the school half-term break, 
schools have been informed to organise an additional one-
day holiday during the Spring or Summer Term.  
 
In consultation with Kyson Primary School and to bring our 
end of term in-line with Farlingaye, our additional holiday 
will be on Thursday 21st July. This means the Summer 
Term will finish for children on Wednesday 20th July 2022. 
 

THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS SON ET LUMIERE 
Remember to visit The Spirit of Christmas Son et 
Lumiere event at Woodbridge Tide Mill on Wednesday 
22nd December 2021. Some of our children will have their 
artwork projected onto the Tide Mill as part of the light 
show.  
 

SCHOOL STARTERS 2021 
A final reminder that applications for new school places in 
2021 (Reception class) need to be submitted by Saturday 
15th January 2022. Applications should be completed 
online via the Suffolk County Council website. If you need 
any support applying, please contact the school office. All 
children who need a school place in 2022 must apply. 
Having a sibling in school will not mean they automatically 
receive a place at Melton. 



 

 

SAYING GOODBYE 
Today we say ‘goodbye’ to Mrs Ward who is leaving 
Melton to help develop the family business which has 
grown rapidly in the last year. We are all sad to be losing 
Mrs Ward, especially our Owlets, but we wish her well 
with this exciting new venture. 
 

SOME CHANGES FOR 2022 
As I am sure many of you will now be aware, from January 
2022, Melton Primary School will be providing leadership 
support for Bucklesham Primary School. The current Head 
Teacher at Bucklesham is taking up a new post and the 
Senior Leadership Team at Melton will be providing 
interim support until a replacement has been appointed.  
 
I will be acting as Head Teacher for both schools for the 
duration of the Spring Term and will be splitting my time 
across both schools. Although I will be on each site for 2.5 
days per week, I will always be available to families via the 
school office, or by email. When I am not at Melton, Mrs 
Hancock (Mondays, Tuesdays & Fridays) and Mrs Mann 
(Wednesdays & Thursdays)  will be the ‘lead person’ 
should you need to speak to a member of the Senior 
Leadership Team urgently. All other arrangements in 
school should continue as normal. 
 
Bucklesham have also asked if we can provide SEND 
support. Therefore, Mrs Hancock will be working an 
additional day during the Spring Term and will provide 
support at Bucklesham for half of that additional day. Mrs 
Hancock’s other half day will be used to deliver the 
National Tutoring Programme at Melton.  
 
We feel this will be a positive partnership for Melton, 
helping to develop the experience of our Senior 
Leadership Team at the same time as supporting 
Bucklesham. However, we will continue to review the 
arrangement and if anything is not working for either 
school, we will make changes. 
 
We are also making a slight adjustment to the staffing 
organisation in Year 6 from January. In order to spend 
more time with her young family, Mrs Cain will be reducing 
her teaching time to three days. This will mean that, Mrs 
Mann will teach our Owls class on Monday and Tuesday, 
with Mrs Cain teaching Wednesday to Friday.  
 
Mrs Mann knows the class well, having taught in Year 6 
since September and having covered the class when Mrs 
Cain was unwell earlier in the term, which will therefore 
enable a seamless transition. The children are all very 
familiar working with both Mrs Mann and Mrs Cain. Mrs 
Cousins will still be linked to Year 6 all week and Mrs Mann 
will still be working in school on Wednesday and Thursday. 
 

Should you have any questions or concerns about these 
changes, please contact me directly 
head@melton.suffolk.sch.uk 
 

HAVE A HAPPY HOLIDAY 
It has been a challenging time for everyone and we 
appreciate how supportive all our families have been. I 
also need to praise the children who have coped well with 
the inconsistencies resulting from recent COVID outbreaks 
across school. I am pleased we have managed to keep 
these contained and have not been required to close any 
classes. 
 
The staff have also been fantastic throughout. Their 
support and flexibility have ensured we could still offer a 
quality learning experience for our children. I am grateful 
to each and every one of them and hope they all enjoy a 
restful holiday. 
 
We are still uncertain what January will look like in school 
but hope we receive guidance in good time if anything 
needs to change. If changes are required, we will notify 
families as quickly as possible. 
 
On behalf of the staff and governors, I would like to wish 
all our families a ‘Merry Christmas’. I hope you can 
celebrate safely with your family over the next two weeks 
and we can all look towards 2022. 
 
 
Keep safe 

 
Alun Davies  
Headteacher 
 

 

School re-opens for all 
children on 

TUESDAY 4th JANUARY 
2022 
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