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NEW HEADTEACHER
I am pleased to announce that following a rigorous recruitment process, the Governing Body has appointed Mrs
Caroline Richardson as Melton's new Headteacher. Mrs Richardson is an experienced school leader and is currently
Academy Head at Kirkley Nursery & Early Years Centre of Excellence in Lowestoft, part of the Consortium Trust. Mrs
Richardson will be taking up the post from September and is committed to building on the work that has been done
over the last few years to continue to take the school forward.
I am sure you will join me in giving her a warm welcome.
Nick Wellington (Chair of Governors)

INSPIRING LEARNING
OWLETS & ROBINS
Early Years have had a very busy
couple of weeks as they
celebrated the end of their Fairy
Tales topic.
The activities and events have
included searching for missing
gingerbread men, a dress like a
fairy tale character day and trips
to Framlingham Castle and
Woodbridge Library. For some of
our Owlets, these provided their
first experience of travelling on a
coach and train.
We were very proud of the children, especially on our visit
to Woodbridge when their behaviour was exemplary.
The Owlets have also enjoyed another
‘Little Hooligans’ session at Sutton
Hoo and last Friday, National Trust
Shepherd, and school governor,
Andrew Capell brought Barry the
lamb to visit our Foundation Stage.
All the children learnt about how
Barry is cared for and had the
opportunity to give him a stroke.

PUFFINS & PARROTS
Puffins and Parrots visited Ipswich
Museum to learn about animals. They
enjoyed learning about a range of
animals and sorting them into
different groups depending on their
habitats, their features and what they
eat. They also got to look at animal
skulls! They had to wear gloves and
handle them with care.
The children also welcomed
Katherine who is a vet into
school to talk to us about her
role as a vet and the life cycles
of familiar animals. They
really enjoyed practising our
bandages with Katherine!

EAGLES & WOODPECKERS
Eagles and Woodpeckers have enjoyed a
trip to Foxburrow Farm. They learnt how
plants and animals adapt to their habitats
in the UK and compared this to the Amazon
Rainforest. They enjoyed pond dipping and
a mini-beast hunt.
The two classes are now starting to develop
a new nature area in the school. They started
out by measuring out how large the area
would need to be and the materials they
would need. In English they have written
some fantastic letters that have been posted
to local businesses to ask them to support
the development of our new nature area.

Melton Road, Melton, Woodbridge, Suffolk. IP12 1PG
Tel: 01394 382506 Fax: 01394 380404
Email: admin@melton.suffolk.sch.uk Website: www.melton.suffolk.sch.uk

@MeltonPrimary

In Art the children created their own Amazon landscape
artwork based upon the work of Henri Rosseau. The Eagles
made sure to use all the different techniques they had
learnt in their art lessons such as
stippling, hatching, blending and
scumbling to create different
textures. We also learnt about the
Yawanawá tribe and their Amazon
Indian rainforest art developed with
British artist John Dyer and
designed our own tribal face paint
designs (known as Kene).

Sophie Green visited the
Woodpeckers and Penguins.
The children were so excited
to get writing after their talk
with her and the Penguins
enjoyed a fantastic writing
workshop with Sophie too.
Dominique Valente joined KS2
virtually to share her experiences of
writing a series of books. Dominique
encouraged the children to be proud
of who they are.

PENGUINS & OWLS
Penguins and Owls survived their
biggest challenge of the year last
week when they completed a ‘Drop,
Locate, Navigate’ task. Groups of
children (with adult supervision)
were blindfolded before being
dropped off at various locations
around Rendlesham Forest and had
to locate their position before
navigating their way to a central location. All the groups
used teamwork and navigational skills
to make it to the check point. For
many, this was an emotional, physical
and mentally challenging experience
which demonstrated their resilience,
courage and perseverance. The staff
were very proud of the children’s
achievements.

EVENTS & SCHOOL NEWS
GROWING SEASON
Many of the children recently took part in a tree planting
day in school. To mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, we
have planted an avenue of trees leading from the school
garden to the woods. Thank you to
David and Carol Steptoe from
Woodbridge Transition for their help
and advice and to Carol for her help on
planting day. Between Years 4, 5 and 6,
we planted 10 Wild Cherry Trees, 3
Silver Birch, 4 Rowan and 5 Hazel. Not all
were required for the avenue, the
remainder have been planted at various
locations around the school site.

WORLD BOOK DAY WEEK
The children enjoyed an activity packed week to celebrate
World Book Day at the beginning of March.
Author Dan Worsley made a
virtual visit to the Owlets,
Robins, Puffins and Parrots.
The children were very excited
to listen to Dan's story and he
inspired children to use their
imagination to be creative.
Librarians from Woodbridge
library also visited these
classes sharing stories and
to tell them all about the
exciting activities that take
place at the library.

We are delighted that the Gardening
Club has been supported by a grant for
£1000 from East Suffolk Council. The
grant will be used to fund the many
environmental
projects
being
coordinated by Nicole Barr and
supported by her team of volunteers.
Our Melton Green Party
Councillor visited, helped with
gardening and handed over the
grant check from East Suffolk.

Thank you to everyone for helping
promote the Mother’s Day plant sale
organised by the Gardening Club. The
group raised £64 and only had a few
plants left over. The year 6 children did a
wonderful job at selling.

Jigsaw Dance Creationz will be running a ten week dance
class for children in Years 1,2 and 3. These sessions will run
in the school hall on Tuesday evenings.

If you would like to join our volunteer programme, please
contact Nicole: nicole.barr@melton.suffolk.sch.uk

Full details of these clubs, and all other clubs, along with
booking details, can be found on ParentPay.

And finally, our Mandarin teacher, Shane, who is also a
qualified basketball coach, will be leading a basketball club
for Years 4, 5 and 6.

PRICE CHANGE
KEEP ON RUNNING
On Wednesday 30th March, sixteen children participated
in a cross country competition at the Royal Hospital School
in Holbrook. Year 4 children were required to complete a
1500m course, while the challenge for the year 5 and 6
teams was a gruelling 2200m.

Unfortunately, as we are all experiencing with our weekly
food shop, the price of products has increased significantly
in the last year. As a result, our catering contractor is
having to increase the cost of school meals by 5p. From
Monday 25th April, the price of a school meal will be £2.35
per day. The meals are a high quality and the price still
represents very good value for money.

All the children gave their best and were encouraging of
their team mates both at the start and finish of their races.
The boys even ran round with the girls during their race!
Every single runner did amazingly and showed great
perseverance and stamina to complete their races.

COVID UPDATE
The DfE have issued new guidance for schools following
the changing rules on testing which have come in to force
today. The guidance states:
 children and young people who are unwell and have a
We were especially pleased with the performance of
high temperature should stay at home and avoid contact
Sophie Shaw and Brayden Rogers who finished in the top
with other people. They can go back to school, college or
10 in their respective races from a field of over 100 runners!
childcare when they no longer have a high temperature,
Well done all, we're super proud!
and they are well enough to attend.
 adults with a positive COVID-19 test result should try to
stay at home and avoid contact with other people for 5
days, which is when they are most infectious. For
children and young people aged 18 and under, the advice
will be 3 days.
Thank you for your support as we move into the next stage
of the pandemic.

Wishing you all a lovely Easter.

Alun Davies
Headteacher

SPORTS CLUBS
We are able to offer three new sports clubs this term led
by specialist coaches. Our popular tennis club, coached by
Woodbridge Tennis Club coach Darren Clark will be open
for children in Years 3, 4 and 5. We are delighted that we
will once again be able to use the courts at Melton Park
which are generously provided to the school without
charge by Melton Parish Council.

IMPORTANT DATES
Friday 8th April

School closes for Easter

Monday 25th April

School reopens for all
children

Monday 2nd May

Public Holiday

Monday 9th May

Year 6 SATs week

